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e Period of revelation and the background:

Soorah Hood was revealed in the middle of the fourth and last period of
prophet's stay in Makkah (11 to 13 A H.), probably in 12 A H., along
with soorah Yoonus. This 1s the period when the prophet (pbuh) was
alleged for fabrication, His invitation was looked at with doubt and
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Particular features

1- Soorah Hood 1s an awe-inspiring soorah, in which the Wrath of Allah on
rebellious, disobedient and sinful nations is mentioned and their anmhilation
has been described.

This soorah had made the messenger (pbuh) of Allah grow old,

2- Both in the first paragraph and the last verse of this soorah, there is demand for
the Tawheed of Worship. (Verses: 2 and 123)

3- Allah's Law of annihilation and replacement of nations has been explained in
this scorah that He annihilates them with intervals after giving them respite.
He saves the pious people among them and then brings forth another nation in
the field for the test.

4- Soorah Hood resembles soorah Al-A'raaf regarding the organisation,
Both have eight paragraphs. In both of them, the true stories of annihilation and
substitution of six nations have been mentioned between the introduction and
the conclusion to make Allah's Law of annihilation and replacement of nations

understood.

S- In this soorah, the invitation of repentance and seeking forgiveness has been
given through different prophets so that the people may save themselves from

Allah's Wrath.
The excellences of soorah Hood

The prophet (pbuh) said: €&35 i 16, ai B8sdnle ,3155-52!;5[33:5;5-@3%
“Soorah Hood, soorah Al-Waagqi'ah, soorah Al-Mursalaat, soorah An-Nabaa and
soorah At-Takweer have made me old. (Tirmizi, Hadeeth No. 3,297.Sound)

Relatiﬂnship of soorah Hood with the Book

1- In the previous soorah (Yoonus), there was perfection of argument against
those who denied Tawheed, prophet-hood and life hereafter, Here, in soorah Hood,
the argument has been perfected by six true stories from the history. Allah
destroys the bad people and saves the good ones.

2- Completion of argument for those who are invelved in suspicion: In the
previous soorah ( Yoonus), it was said that the Quran is the Word of Allah and is
beyond any doubt. (Verse: 37) The Makkan pagans were charged that they were
involved in suspicion. (Verse: %4) Those who were involved in suspicion were
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given the argument that only the One Who sends death to the human beings can
be worthy of their worship. Here, in soorah Hood, it has been told with reference
to history that the people of Thamood were involved in suspicion (verse 62) and
the people of Pharaoh were also involved in suspicion. (Verse: 110)

3- Challenge against the allegation of fabrication: In the previous soorah

(Yoonus), the pagans were challenged to bring forth one soorah like those of the
Quran if they considered that it was fabricated by the messenger (pbuh) of Allah.
(Verse: 38) Here, in soorah Hood they have been challenged to bring ten soorahs
like it, if they think that it is fabricated by the prophet (pbuh) himself (Verse:13)
4- Answer to the allegation of magic: In the previous soorah (Yoonus), the
Makkan pagans alleged that the prophet (pbuh) was a magician when he gave them
good news and warned them through Quran (verse 2) as the Pharaoh and his
commanders had called the truth as plain magic. (Verse: 76) Here, in soorah Hood,
the Makkan pagans called the belief in the life hereafter presented by the
prophet (pbuh) as plain magic that the people will be raised again after death.

5- In the next soorah (Yoosuf), there is the good news of the defeat of deceitful
and fraudulent people and the good news of victory, success and coming
in power of the believers after the difficult and trying circumstances,

Important Key words and Subjects

|- The repetition of invitation of Tawheed of worship in soorah Hood:

The subject of Tawheed of Worship has been mentioned repeatedly in soorah
Hood, All the prophets have invited the people to the worship of Allah Alone,

(a) Muhammad (pbuh), the last messenger of Allah told clearly that none except
Allah should be worshipped. He said that he is only a Warner and the giver of
good news. 31435 04 ﬂ-ﬁge” AV Yi% “That you should worship none but

Allah. Surely, I am a Warner and bearer of good news from Him to you.”
(Verse: 2)

This subject has come in the beginning as well as at the end of soorah Hood.

In short, the messenger (pbuh) of Allah and through him, the companions

have been advised to be steadfast on Tawheed of Worship and Tawheed of
Trust in Him. gade Bssietal 194 adis e s ot disy
*Allah Alone has the knowledge of what is hidden in the heavens and the earth,
and everything shall ultimately return to Him (for decision); therefore, worship
Him and put your trust in Him.” (Verse: 123)
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Nooh, the first messenger of Allah gave the same invitation that none except
Allah should be warshlpped He warned the people against the punishment of
Allah éeg-é'& u_.b.nj.‘-':.iadm 131, a.u!‘jn "’"j!vI}‘Dcs not worship anyone except Allah;
(otherwise) I fear for you the punishment of a painful Day.” (Verse: 26)

(¢) Prophet Hood told his nation to worship Allah Alone. He said to them: You
fabricate lies and ascribe them to Allah. No one else except Allah can be your
God. §33%845) 24513, aﬂgﬂli&}ﬁﬁ.iﬂﬁ,iﬁ@jﬁédﬁ} He said:“O my people! Worship
Allah, you have no god but Him; (otherwise) you are but inventing lies.” (Verse:5n)

(f) Prophet Saleh told his nation to worship Allah Alone for they had no God other
than Allah, €85 ags sS0alislze o3k B aks 28T 010
“To the people of Thamood, We sent their brother Saleh. He said: 'O my people!
Worship Allah, yvou have no god but Him'.” (Verse: 61)

(e) Prophet Sho'aib also invited his people to worship Allah f\lone for they had no
god other than Allah. €83 2158 aST a1 o3 B Lzd 2ETE2 )sh
“To the people of Median We sent their brother Sho'aib. He sa]d_ 'O my people!
Worship Allah, you have no god but Him'".” (Verse: 84)

2- The wisdom behind the mutual relation between the annihilation of nations
and seeking forgiveness:

In soorah Hood, the mutual relation between the annihilation of nations and
seeking forgiveness has been highlighted.

The prophets gave the invitation of repentance and seeking forgiveness to their
nations and told them that they can be saved as a result of repentance and
seeking forgiveness of Allah.

(a) The Quraish of Makkah have been given the invitation to seek forgiveness
from Allah. The benefits of repentance and seeking forgiveness have been
enumerated that they can be granted good provisions until appointed time and
everyone can be bestowed with Allah's Grace accmdmgp to his merit.

ém@g;ﬁgﬁ’wwjrm HE L EE I PTG R S
“You should seek forgiveness of your Lord and turn to Him in repentance; He
will grant you good provisions until an appointed term, and bestow His grace
on everyone who has ment.” (Verse: 3)

(b) Prophet Nooh's RﬂLking:, : forgiveness has been mentioned that he praved to Allah
saying: €& ndloie T W55 508459 “And if you did not forgwe: me and did not
have mercy on me | will be among those who are in the loss.” This is the method
of praver which prophet Adam used when he asked for forgiveness. “And unless
You forgive me and have mercy on me, I shall surely be lost!™ (Verse: 47)
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(¢) Prophet Hood (pbuh) invited his criminal, arrogant, oppressive and
rebellious nation (Aad) to seek forgiveness and told its benefits. As a result of
repentance and seeking forgiveness, the rains fall in abundance and the existing
strength is increased by additional strength.
§che 2190555 5508 0188 2835 s Sl Auin Ll g B8 4K 15308000 sk
“0 my people! Seek forgiveness from your Lord and turn to Him in repentance.

He will send you from the sky abundant rain and will add strength to your
strength. So do not turn away like criminals.” (Verse: 52)

(d) Prophet Saleh invited his pagan nation (Thamood) to seek Allah's forgiveness
and told them to give up Shirk and follow the unadulterated Tawheed. They
should believe in Allah Alone Who is very close, listens to the prayers and
fnfgives.{;._gégﬁé 5 E.‘imﬂjl‘;}’ ks 1851213% “So seek forgiveness from Him and
turn to Him in repentance, Surely, my Lord is very close, ready to answer.”

(Yerse: 61)

(e) Prophet Sho'aib invited his immoral, sinful and debauched nation (Median) to
seek Allah's forgiveness; and not to give short measure and weight, not to
defraud people of their goods. He invited them to save themselves from theft,
robbery and spreading mischief in the land. Allah 1s Merciful and Loving,

§ 533 ;;g.j@j@l.g.;jllié;i ﬂﬁﬁ@}}ﬁi’-i} “Seek forgiveness of your Lord and turn to
Him in repentance; for my Lord is indeed Merciful and Affectionate.”™ (Verse: 920)

3- The nations caught in suspicion are annihilated:

The pagans who were involved in doubt and suspicion are warned that the
nations of previous prophets were annihilated because they were caught in doubt
and suspicion,

(a) The people of Thamood showed doubt and suspicion regarding the invitation of
prophet Saleh. They said: .65l 03 U gzad o laesT, 1a 28155 35 Lzd o8 05 Aba) 1306

foiphs2) G305 B gl I U3

*( Saleh! Until now you were the one in whom we had great expectations!

Would you now forbid us the worship of what our forefathers worshipped?
Indeed we strongly doubt that to which you are calling us.” (Verse: 62)

(b) The people of prophet Moosaa also showed doubt and suspicion about lis invitation.
s TR 2 Fe g

dpirtia il a4l 2tigellaionedia g V5l s Bl o023 L0
“We certainly gave the Book to Moosaa, but differences arose about it. Had not
a Word gone forth from your Lord, the matter would have been decided between
them (regarding those differences). It is a fact that they are 1n suspicious doubt
about this,” (Verse: 110)
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4- Objections and allegations against the messenger (pbuh) of Allah:

The Makkan pagans alleged the messenger (pbuh) of Allah for fabrication and
said that the holy Quran is not the Word of Allah.
They were challenged that if you are true in your allegation, then bring forth ten
soorahs like it and you may get the help of the whole of creation in doing this.
(a) Qﬂﬂgﬁwﬂ%@ﬂﬁ'}ﬂﬁh _;ﬁq"ﬁ'i&d} ?jléji;@ﬂ§ Do they say:
“He has made up the Quran |mself‘?” Say to them: “Make up ten soorahs like

this and call to your aid whomsoever you can, (including your gods whom you
worship) besides Allah.” (Verse: 13)

(b) If I have fabricated this Quran, its burden will be on me; but I am free from

yOur crimes. ébj,ij’f.: A2 R R At _.JS uﬁ*”,ﬁ"’f} Do they say:
“He has made up the Oman himseltf?” “Say to them: 'If | have indeed forged it,
then its sin 15 on me! And I am clear of the sins which you are committing
(for not believing it).” (Verse: 38)
5- The basic religious rights of human beings have been accepted in
soorah Hood.

Prophet Nooh (pbuh) has been made to declare that though he has received clear

guidance and mercy from his Lord, he cannot force the unbelievers to accept

that guidance if they want to be blind about it and dislike it.

He said: W3Sl aSle ecsiioie 63425 5,85 A 233 08 0.8 &) 4571 0300 U
o3 Pai

“O my people look! If I am given proof from my Lord and He has bestowed on

me His Grace, although it be hidden from vou, can I compel you to accept it
against your will?” (Verse: 28)

Macro-structure of soorah Hood

Soorah Hood consists of eight paragraphs.

1- Verses: 1 to 24: The first paragraph is introduction in which there is the
demand for Tawheed of Worship and seeking forgiveness.

The holy Quran which contains the solid and the detailed verses, is revealed by a

Wise and Knowledgeable Being. First of all, it asks to accept the Tawheed of
Worship (that you should worship none but Allah: verse: 2} and then it asks to
seek forgiveness. The nations are given respite until an appointed time as a result
of repentance and secking forgiveness, and Allah's blessings on them are
increased.
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¢ fcd ?IJﬁﬁﬂibM%He will grant you good provisions until an appointed
term.” (Verse: 3) Then they have been frightened of the Day of punishment,

The Creative Power and the Authority of Allah have been proved after
explaining His Knowledge and it is told that the purpose of creation of heavens
and earth is the test to see who does good deeds. When the messenger (pbuh) of
Allah said that the people will be brought to life one day after their death, the
Makkan pagans who were deniers of the life hereafter declared that it was only
magic. (Verse: 7)

The difference between the patient and the impatient people has been explained
that the patient people always show gratitude whether they are suffering or
prospering. The messenger (pbuh) of Allah cannot avoid describing some parts
of the holy Quran because of what the pagans say.

The objections of the Quraish: The Quraish of Makkah objected and said:
Why a treasure or an angel has not been sent down with the prophet (pbuh)?
They alleged him for fabrication of the Quran, In response to their allegation,
Allah challenged them to bring forth ten soorahs like those of the holy Quran;
otherwise, they should accept it as the Word of Allah and accept its invitation
of Tawheed. (Verse: 14)

The way of Allah has been described that He gives this world to those who love
it, but there will be fire for them in the next world. Those who hinder others
from the Way of Allah and those who want to make it crooked, cannot frustrate
the plan of Allah. None can help them. They will be given double punishment.
(Verse: 20) The example of believers and unbelievers is like that of the seeing

person and the blind or like the one who hears and the one does not hear. They
can never be equal.

2- Verses: 25 to 49: In the second paragraph, the invitation of prophet Nooh
(pbuh) and the annihilation of his nation have been described.

Nooh was the first messenger of Allah. There used to be prophets before him.
Probably, his period is 3,500 B.C, Prophet Nooh gave the invitation of Tawheed
to his people. The pagan leaders of his nation objected and said: (a) “You are a
human being like us. We cannot accept you as the messenger of Allah. (b)
Those who believe in you are the lowly and poor people of our nation. (¢) You
have got no superiority over us, (d) You are a liar.” Prophet Nooh believed in
the freedom of faith. He said: “1 would not impose Tawheed on you by force
while you disliked it. However, | cannot leave the poor Muslims.”
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Prophet Noch explained his position that he neither had the treasures,

nor possessed the knowledge of the Unseen, nor claimed that he was an angel.
He preached for hundreds of years. At last, the leaders asked him to bring the
Punishment. “Now bring upon us (the scourge) with which you threaten us.”
(Verse: 32) Then prophet Nooh was ordered to build an ark and he was told that
no one else will believe after that day.

The pagan leaders made fun of Nooh for building the ark. Then the punishment
of Allah came. The unbelievers were drowned and the Muslims who were in
the ark were saved. The son of prophet Nooh was an unbeliever. He climbed a
mountain thinking that the mountain will save him from the rising water.

He did not believe that it is Allah Who saves.

The messenger (pbuh) of Allah and the pagans were not aware of the story of
prophet Noch (pbuh). The pagans were suggested to learn a lesson from the law
of annthilation and the prophet (pbuh) was advised to be patient and steadfast

in that atmosphere of opposition. He was consoled that the best end is for those
who fear Allah. “So have patience; surely, the end is for the righteous.” (Verse:49)

3- Verses: 50 to 60: In the third paragraph, the invitation of prophet Hood
and the annihilation of his nation, (the people of Aad) is mentioned.

About five hundred years after the annihilation of the nation of Nooch (pbuh),
the people of Aad were made their successors. They were pagans.

Their prophet Hood (pbuh) gave them the invitation of Tawheed. He invited
them to avoid Shirk and seek forgiveness for their sins, The merits of seeking
forgiveness were described that it will cause the rains to fall and their existing
strength will be increased with additional strength. But they were not prepared
to leave their gods Prophet Hood had complete trust in Allah, He told them
that Allah could destroy them and raise another nation in their place.
ainildnidldiip My Lord will raise some other people in your place.” (Verse:57)
The people of Aad showed ingratitude to their Lord. They rejected His
revelations and denied His messengers. They were the people who followed the
commands of every leader who showed enmity with Islam. Allah cursed them
in this world and the world hereafter and sent His punishment on them

He saved prophet Hood and the pious people who believed in him with His
special Mercy.

4- Verses: 61 to 68: In the fourth paragraph, the invitation of prophet Saleh
and the annihilation of the people of Thamood are mentioned.

Prophet Hood and his followers migrated from the southern Arabia and settled
in the north of Madinah. This area is known as Madaain Saleh now. Their
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descendants were called Thamood. They are also known as the second Aad.
About five hundred years after the annihilation of the people of Aad, the time

for the trial of the people of Thamood arnved.

Prophet Saleh was sent to the people of Thamood. He invited his nation to
repent and seek forgiveness; but they did not want to leave the creed and
traditions of their forefathers. They displayed doubt and suspicion. Allah sent a
she-camel for their trial and ordered them not to touch her with evil intention
and not to hinder her from grazing in the land. But they killed her. Allah gave
them respite for three days. Then they were destroyed with an awtul explosion.
Allah saved prophet Saleh (pbuh) and the believers with His special Mercy,

5- Verses: 69 to 83: In the fifth paragraph, the invitation of prophet Loot
(pbuh) and the annihilation of his nation are mentioned.

It is the law of Allah that He saves the pious people and destroys the evil people
with intervals. This is His Law of reward and punishment. This is also the
argument for the Day of Judgement and argument for Paradise and Hell,
Sometimes His angels also become the source of reward and punishment, The
angels who came to prophet Ibraaheem gave him the good news of a son and
then went to destroy the nation of his nephew, Loot. The angels came to
prophet Thraaheem in human form. He was very hospitable. He presented a
Roasted calf to them. When they denied eating, prophet Ibraaheem realised that
they were angels. He was afraid. The angels consoled him and gave him the
zood news of his son Is'haaq and the grandson Ya'qoob. His wife was
astonished and said how could she bear a child while she was barren and old
and her husband was old too. The angels replied that Allah had showered His
Mercy and Blessings on her family. So she should not wonder. It was the
decision of their Lord. The angels told them that their next destination was the
nation of prophet Loot. They will be destroyed. Prophet Ibraaheem argued with
them when they broke this news but he was told that the punishment was
decided which could not be averted. (Verse: 76)

The angels came to prophet Loot (pbuh) in the human form. His nation rushed
towards his house when they heard this news. They had no inclination for the
women and went after men. Prophet Loot (pbuh) asked them to tear Allah,
offered them to marry the girls and beseeched them not to disgrace him in front
of his guests. But his people had gone mad. They said: “You know that we have
no interest in girls.” In utter helplessness. prophet Loot said: “1 wish I had
power to defend my guests!” He was ordered to leave the town during the night

along with the believers; tor, Allah's punishment was going to descend before
the next morning. When the punishment came, the whole town was turned
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upside down and they had the rain of brimstones of baked clay and finally they
were annihilated. 4 y‘h-n}gﬁ_r'ﬁ HEEE T HART R S e FHERE S
“When Our Judgement came to pass, We turned the cities upside down and
rained down on them brimstones of baked clay, layer upon layer.” (Verse:82)
Probably this happened in 2,100 B.C. The people of Loot lived in the south of
Dead Sea. At a little distance from them towards south lived the people of
Sho'aib in Median and the people of Aikah in Tabook.

6- Verses: 84 to 95: In the sixth paragraph, the invitation of prophet Sho'aib

(pbuh) and the annihilation of his nation is mentioned.

Prophet Sho'aib was sent as a prophet to the people of Median and the people of
Aikah. He invited his people towards Tawheed and forbade them from giving
short measure and weight. He frightened them from the punishment of Allah.
They were involved in unlawful earnings.
They were told that a little amount of lawful livelthood 1s better than a big
amount of unlawful eamings.éﬁjhiﬂéééé}“whai remains with Allah is better
for you” (Verse: 86) The people of Sho'aib were secular minded. They told him to
mind his own business and not to hinder them from worshipping what their forefathers
had worshipped. They thought that the religion and the religious people had nothing
to do with the financial and economic matters. They did not want to have any
check in these matters, (Verse: 87)
Prophet Sho'aib tried to reform them according to his ability. He invited his
nation to repent and seek forgiveness and frightened them with the history of
annihilation of the people of Nooh, the people of Hood and the people of Saleh.
They told him that they did not understand much of what he said. They told him
that he was a weak person of their clan and if it were not for his clan, they
would have stoned him to death. Then the punishment of Allah came and He
saved prophet Sho'aib and those who believed in him with His special Mercy.

7- Verses: 96 to 99: In the seventh paragraph, the invitation of prophet Moosaa
(pbuh) and the annihilation of Pharaech and his followers is mentioned in detail.
After the annihilation of the nation of prophet Sho'aib, Allah sent Moosaa as a
prophet to Pharaoh and his military commanders. They followed the oppressive
commands of Pharach. Pharaoh and his companions were cursed in this world
and there will be curse on them on the Day of Judgement,

8- Verses: 100 to 123: The eighth and the last paragraph is the conclusion.
In this last and concluding part, there is review of the annihilation of different
nations. The Quraish are advised to leam a lesson. One after the other the nations of

Nooh (3,500 B.C.), Aad (3,000 B.C.), Thamood (2,500 B.C.), Loot (2,100 B.C.),
Sho'aib (1,400 B.C.) and Pharaoh (1,250 B.C.) were annihilated with intervals.
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Q@M;ﬂﬂuh&;{ﬁ @358 ﬁiﬁl%;ﬂéﬁ;ﬁ',% “Such is the scourge of your
Lord when He seizes a town of wrong-doers; indeed, His seizure 1s ternible and
painful (Verse: 102) Then there is intimidation of the Day of Judgement and
mention of punishments of Hell and blessings of Paradise.

The damned and the blessed cannot be equal. Those who are damned will go to
Hell and those who are blessed will go to Paradise. The Makkan pagans have
been shown pity that in spite of obvious reasons they are sticking to the creeds

of their forefathers and are involved in doubt and suspicion. The prophet (pbuh)
has been advised to be steadfast according to the Divine command and save
himself from crookedness. (Verse: 112) He has been ordered to establish the

prayer, be patient and not to lean towards the oppressive pagans.

An important principle of forgiveness has been described that the virtues erase
the sins. e @NGedieladId “Indeed virtues remove evils.” (Verse: 114)
The existence of those who forbid the evil and like to reform 1s essential for
every nation. (Verse:116)

The principle of annihilation of nations:

The Way of Allah regarding the annihilation of nations has been described that
He does not destroy a nation in the presence of reformatory powers.

{03kt (aTE ol s il allig) a5 o6 sk “It is not possible that your Lord would
destroy the towns unjustly while their habitants were to mend their ways.”
(Verse: 117) This world is the examination centre and Allah will, surely, fill the
Hell with the wrong-doers among the human beings and Jinns. The prophet
(pbuh) has been consoled and the unbelievers have been threatened that soon
Allah will differentiate between the truth and the falsehood. In the last verse, the
prophet { pbuh) has been ordered to follow the Tawheed of Worship whether the
others follow it or not. He has been advised to put his trust only in Allah.
éM}ﬁ;é-@[j%“Wﬂtship Him and put your trust in Him.” (Verse: 123)

Central Subject

The nations will get respite it they accept the Quramc invitation of Tawheed,
repent for committing Shirk and other sins and seek forgiveness from Allah;
otherwise, they can be destroyed like the previous nations.
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