Flow Chart of Macro-Structure of Soorah Al-Kaht

18-Soorah Al-Kahf Makkan

Verses: 110 Paragraphs:6
S 7%
o ¢ o
& Op
,ﬁ;ﬁ} % (& 6
N f:"‘iﬁ % p%;% o
o A PRSI
¥ s a3 5 68 %
et M
Test of N\ ‘entral Subject {0
belief: The purpose of variegation of all -
The story, the things that exist on carth and : e esl
e SLOTY SECﬂ“d the wisdom behind it is test and Flfth of power
of p h: trial of deeds. Man will have to go : P
A Tiasbul- aragrapn: throungh the test of steadfastness on Paragraph. and
Tawheed, the test of abundance of authority:

kahf ] . # .
VEI‘SES . weal th, popularity and man-power, Verses: Thic: st
the test of wealth and children and 83‘ t iuz SR
(seven\ 9 to 31 0 of Zul-

the test of power. He has been

S]cgpq;rsl} advised to accept the Quranic Qarnain.
invitation of Tawheed and lifé
hereafter. S
b g L
2 (75 A o
!'E?. ":ﬁ'g 4 o {ﬁ?‘\ A
Sae, 3y A% A0
OGS 90O
!.f;{_rﬂ e (@‘W .a o by {&gﬁ,'. i a'@.’: o
5 o ] A0
fr‘l?l.- A o £ QE“L Sg QE - Eg':ﬂ' '{f":%ﬁl&'ﬂ
OFy,~ B 0y O aef AT
I & S A ] A -}'E"-E"
L fﬁ. (Y ":’;5 & et c.'"eb o A
It ) "‘r:’fi' ﬂﬁk e mﬁﬁ
i (& f‘itﬂ

e Period of revelation:
Soorah Al-Kahf was revealed in the beginning of 5 prophet-hood, before
the revelation of soorah Az-Zumar and before the migration to
Abyssinia (Rajab, 5 prophet-hood), when the Muslims were suffering
the cruelties of the Makkan pagans. The Muslims were trained to
propagate Islam among the Christians of Abyssinia. In order to achieve
success in the test of Tawheed, like the companions of the cave (seven
sleepers). the young companions were taught to avoid the pressure of

oppressive chiefs and pagan parents,
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Excellences of soorah Al-Kahf

Many traditions have been reported from the prophet (pbuh) regarding the
merits of this soorah.
1- “Anyone who memorises the first ten verses of soorah Al-Kahf will be
] * !” * B 551 { T - oo
saved from Dajjaal.” édi-rj-“n}' SEIUVIN IR H I o L3 TP |
{Saheeh Muslim, Hadeeth: 1,919)

2- “Anyone who recites the first three verses of Soorah Al-Kahf will be saved
S werin P T - ."":,:s-""\
from the trial of Dajjaal.” §JEINIEE e sl AT LA ENE 1504
{Tirmizi, Hadeeth: 2,868, sound)

3- “Any of you who finds Dajjaal should recite the initial verses of soorah
Al-Kahf because this soorah protects from the trial of Dajjaal ™
asia g o s G caglongs, L Bishade il LT3y
(Abu Dawood, Hadeeth: 4,323, sound)

(Perhaps the deception of Dajjaal will involve man in the attractions of this
world and will make him forget the Day of Judgement and the life hereafter )

4- A man recited soorah Al-Kahf The horse that was tied in his house started
shying off. He raised his head and saw a mist or cloud overcast the sky.
He mentioned it to the prophet (pbuh) and he said:

L R VNS AT AR INCIEN]Ch RS 1R
“It was the light of satisfaction which descends by reciting Quran or at the
time while Quran 18 recited.” (Saheeh Muslim, Hadeeth: 1,893)

5 “Anyone who recites soorah Al-Kahf on Friday a light will be lit for him which
will stay (with him) for the period (of one week) between the two Fridays.”

FE S T PR LS LA HE TP N S e

(Sunan Al-Bavhagqgi, Hadeeth: 5,792)

(It means that the light of the teachings of soorah Al-Kahf will remain in his
heart and mind for a weak and he will be safe from the trials of the world and
its adornments.)
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6- “Anyone who recites soorah Al-Kahf, will have a light extending from his
house to Makkah and anyone who recites its last ten verses will be safe
from the trial of Dajjaal when he appears.”™

Cﬁ"ﬁﬁ u)""}k—-’ﬂ"fuf"""'ﬁ)s ] J.K.Ad d\.nlﬁ.lujﬂuwrﬁx 1;_3.Jﬂl_r:g'-é-ﬁﬁ|ﬂ“ A ﬁt_r"’:‘ﬂ

(Ma'pam-al-ausat Il Tabraani, Hadeeth: 1.453) %ﬁj&:ﬂ;}uﬂ-ﬂ

" The relationship of soorah Al-Kahf with the Book

In the last soorah (Bani Israa'eel) the foundations of Islamic society and the
just Islamic state were mentioned. Here, in soorah Al-Kahf, the difficulties of
this way and the story of a just king, Zul-Qarmain have been mentioned. A just
society and a just state can be established only when a party of devotees
comes into being which completely believes in Tawheed and meeting with
their Lord and which can succeed in every test by the dint of their good deeds.

Important key words and subjects

There are some important words which have been repeated again and again
in soorah Al-Kahf. Understanding this soorah becomes easier if these key
words are understood properly. For example: ¢ 243530% “Le Nablowahum™

(so that We can test them) $eduj¥*“Zeenat” (adomment),€-&)% “Ligaa™(meeting),
'QL,«-"&-E"EL,;@“M -Hayaatud-Dunya” (the life of this world), %:QTJE.J._,.}_,F@;%
“Wali”, “Auliyaa”, “Walaayat” (guardian, guardians, guardianship),

1- Use of the word “Zeenat” in soorah Al-Kahf:

The word “Zeenat” (adornment) has been used three times in this soorah

in verses 7, 28, and 46

(a) The purpose of all the adornment of the earth is to l::&:amme the human deeds.
It is the central subject of this soorah. 3 2237 235 2 ’y;zmwmbpuma%
“We have decked the earth with all kinds of adormments to test the people and
see who does the best deeds.” (Verse: 7)

(b) The prophet (pbuh) has been given three instructions: (1) He should adhere
to his companions. (2) He should avoid the adornments of this world,
(3) He should not accept the pressure of the infidel leadership.
U i34 583805 5 s0padBUlEET oo Ve sy 103 1
“(Keep yourself content with those who call on their Lord morming and evening
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seeking His good pleasure; and let not your eyes turn away from them) desiring
the attraction of worldly life; nor obey the one whose heart We have permitted
to neglect Our remembrance, who follows his own desires and goes to
extremes in the conduct of his affairs.” (Verse: 28)

() The wealth and the children are also the ornaments of this world.
U K350 epsite B albndun sl Bing, & o b July

“The wealth and children are an attraction of this worldly life: yet,
honourable deeds that last for ever are betier rewarded by vour Lord and hold

for you a better hope (of salvation).” (Verse: 46)

2- Meaningfulness of the word “Wilaayat™ (guardianship) to explain the
Tawheed of Authority:
The protection and guardianship of Allah has been established in this soorah

and the belief of the unbelievers about the false gods that they can protect has
been refuted. The words “Wali” (guardian, protector), “Auliyaa” (guardians),
“Wilaayat™ (guardianship) have been used repeatedly. (Verses: 17, 26, 44, 50 and 102)

(a) The one who is misled by Allah cannot be guided by anyone. (Verse: 17)

(b) No one except Allah can protect people. He does not let anyone share in
giving the commandments. (Verse: 26)

(c¢) The destruction of the garden of arrogant land-owner established that only
Allah can protect. (Verse: 44)

(d) Have you left Allah and chosen the Satan and his children as your protectors,
although he is your enemy? What a bad substitute you have chosen? (Verse: 50)

(e) The unbelievers who leave Allah and chose His slaves as their protectors,
will go to Hell. (Verse: 102)

3- The description of special features of Quran in soorah Al-Kahf:

The special features of Quran have been described in detail in this soorah.
(Verses: 1,2, 3, 4,6, 27,29 and 54)

(a) There is no crookedness in the holy Quran. (Verse: 1)

(b) The holy Quran 1s straightforward. It is a Book which says everything in a
straight manner, (Verse: 2)

(¢} The purpose of holy Quran 1s to give warning. (Verse: 2)

(d) It gives good news to the rnighteous people. (Verse: 2)
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(e) It is a warning for the Christians as well, (Verse: 4) It refutes the wrong beliefs
of the Christians.

(f) Alteration has been used in the holy Quran. The facts have been exposed
in different ways and styles so that the people may believe in them.

4- The subject of freedom of faith in soorah Al-Kaht:

This soorah has two verses regarding the freedom of faith. (Verses: 20, 29)

(a) Whoever wants to believe may do so and whoever wants to deny may do so
4 ;AT 3022573 9% “Now let him who will, believe in it, and let him
who will, deny it.” (Verse:29)

(b) The verse: € aslsld 45 502231 45 2235 “They will stone you to death, or force
you back into their faith™ (20) shows that if those youth had not hidden in the
cave they would have been stoned to death or they would have returned to

their old religion. They did not have the freedom of faith.

5- Use of the word “Al-Hayaatud-Dunyaa™ for three times in soorah Al-Kahf:
The word L2418 Al-Hayaatud-Dunyaa” (the worldly life) has been used
thrice in this soorah. The reality of this life has been described in this soorah.

(a) The worldly life is like the crop which gets dry and the winds blow it. (Verse:45)

(b) The wealth and the children are the ornaments of the life of this world, but
the good deeds remain behind. (Verse: 46)

(¢) Those whose efforts are only for the worldly life, they are at a loss as for as
their deeds are concerned. They have the misunderstanding that they are
doing good deeds. (Verse: 104)

6- The topic of *Ligaa”™ (meeting with the Lord) in soorah Al-Kahf:

The word éLn._'l% “Ligaa” (meeting with the Lord) has been used twice in this
soorah,

(a) The deeds of those who deny the meeting with their Lord will be wasted and
will have no weight on the Day of Judgement. (Verse: 105)

(b) Anyone who believes in the meeting with his Lord, must give up Shirk and
do good deeds.(Verse: 111)
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7- Description of the events of the Day of Judgement in soorah Al-Kahf:

There are many verses about the scenes of the Day of Judgement.
(Verses: 21, 47,48, 49, 52, 98)

(a) Allah's promise is true. There should be no doubt about the Day of

Judgement. (Verse: 21)

(b) The mountains will be made to move and the earth will be laid bare on the
Day of Resurrection. (Verse: 47)

(c) People will be brought before their Lord in rows. (Verse: 48)

(d) When they will see their book of deeds, they will say: It is a strange book
which has left nothing big or small from reporting. (Verse: 49)

(e) Allah will order them to call those whom they associated with Him, but they
will not be able to help them. (Verse: 532)

(f) Even the strong embankments will come to pieces on the Doomsday. (Verse:98)

Macro-structure of soorah Al-Kahf

Soorah Al-Kahf consists of six paragraphs. The first paragraph is the

introduction and the last paragraph is the summary. In the four paragraphs
which are in between, four stories have been reported which aim at some kind
of tl'ial.éj.i;i;.i}}“ So that We may test them ™ (Verse: 7)

A review has been given at the end of the first two stories.

(1) The first story is about the young men who went to a cave and slept there

They were tested for their belief. They had to seek refuge in a cave otherwise
they would have been stoned to death.

(2) The other story is about two land owners. The test of decrease and increase
of wealth 1s mentioned in this story.

(3) The third story i1s about the meeting of prophet Moosaa and Khidhr,
The test of decrease and increase of knowledge 1s mentioned in this story.

(4) The fourth story is about a just king Zul-Qarnain. The test of power is
mentioned in this story,
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1- Verses: 1 to 8: The first paragraph is introductory. Man has been informed

of the purpose of his life, after the introduction of the holy Quran.

(a) There 1s no crookedness in the holy Quran. (Verse: 1)

(b) The holy Quran 1s straightforward. It 1s a Book which says everything in a

straight manner. (Verse: 2)

(¢) The purpose of holy Quran is to give warning. (Verse: 2)

(d) It gives good news to the righteous people. (Verse: 2)

(e) It is a warning for the Christians as well. (Verse: 4) It refutes the wrong beliefs
of the Chnistians. The anxiousness of the prophet (pbuh) for his invitation has
been appreciated that he 1s compassionate about the guidance of mankind,

(Verse: 6) The purpose of the whole of adornment of the earth is to test and
examine the deeds of mankind. (Verse: 7)

The scenes of the Doomsday have been portrayed that the adornment of the
earth will be ruined. (Verse: 8)

2- Verses: 9 to 31: In the second paragraph, the story of the companions of
the cave (seven sleepers) has been described.
Their faith became a test for them. They had to seek refuge in the cave,
otherwise the government of their time would have stoned them to death.
The second paragraph has two subsidiary paragraphs.
The first sub paragraph consists of verses 9 to 26, in which the story has been
described. The second sub paragraph consists of verses 27 to 31, in which the
story has been reviewed and the messenger (pbuh) of Allah and his companions
have been advised. The companions of the cave were monotheists. The

companions of the prophet (pbuh) were advised to be steadfast on Tawheed like
the companions of the cave.

(a) Those young men who believed in Allah Alone had a strong relation with Him,
(Verse: 10)
(b) Allah had chosen them as far as guidance is concerned. $¢0a 543355 “And we
advanced them in guidance.”™ (Verse: 13)

(c) Allah strengthened their hearts and granted them steadfastness.
é%ﬁﬁ%%“We put courage in their hearts.”™ (Verse: 14)

(d) These young men were disgusted with the Shirk. They followed Tawheed.
They believed that Allah is the Creator of the heavens and the earth. They

declared without any reservation: € (@ias33¢215605 ;3% “Never shall we call any
god other than Him. (Verse; 14)
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(e) These young men were disgusted with their nation and took refuge in
the cave for fear of their revenge. (Verses: 15 to 17) They feared for their
lives from the government of their time. Allah made them sleep for a long
time and thus provided a proof of life after death. Allah's promise is true. The
Day of Judgement will surely come.
§Gaedr VAN Ba b 02581 T3lag) 2p2le AT 33 © Thus did We make their
case known to the people so that they might know that the promise of Allah is

true and that there is no doubt about the coming of the Hour of Judgement.”
{(Verse; 21)

The Christians differed after the death of those young men. Some said:

“Erect an edifice over their remains.” Some others said: “Let us erect a place

of worship over them.” (Verse: 21)

People were advised not to argue about the number of the companions of the

cave but to learn a lesson from this event! Do not get involved in their number

and other unnecessary aspects of the event. (Verse: 22)

(1) In the second sub paragraph, the prophet (pbuh) has been advised to
accompany the righteous believers, not to be allured by the adornments of this
world and avoid the obedience of rebellious and transgressing leadership of
Quraish. It was told that this faith is a test. The companions of the cave did not
have the fundamental rights of faith. They had to take refuge in the cave. The
Muslims are advised to grant this nght because there is no compulsion in religion.

3- Verses: 32 to 59: In the third paragraph, the story of two landowners has
been described. One of them was a big landowner and the other was
comparatively small.

These are two living historical characters. One is the materialistic polvtheist
and the other 1s a monotheist who believes in the hife after death. The firstis
ungrateful and the other 1s grateful. The purpose of this story 1s to establish the
test of decrease and increase in the wealth.

This paragraph also has two sub paragraphs.

In the first sub paragraph (Verses: 32 to 44), the story has been told and in the
second sub paragraph (Verses: 45 to 59) there 1s a review of it.

s The characteristics of the big landlord:

(a) The big landlord was proud and arrogant. He used to show off. He said:
158 51 9l ATEH1 have more wealth and men than you have.” (Verse: 34)

(b) He was a materialist and thought that these blessings will never vanish.
His wealth will remain forever and his garden will never be ruined.
£10d1s5adz3 & §BTG 3T do not think that this garden will ever perish.” (Verse: 35)
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(¢) He denied the life after death. He said:4 aé%-éul‘jﬁtb,}b “I do not believe
that the hour of Judgement will ever come.” (Verse: 36)

(d) He had suspicions about the life after death and false hopes had misled him.
He thought: #L:Ji’-i s '%:ﬂ-’g—ﬁ i.}f:Jlé-'sefméﬂjﬂ?“Evcn if I am returned to my
Lord, I will surely find even a better place than this.” (Verse: 36)

(e¢) He used to commit Shirk. When his garden was ruined, he had these words
on his lips: §\isidsdl @2l gicly “1 wish I had not associated anyone with my
Lord!” (Verse: 42)

(f) Neither he himself nor anvone else could help him. (Perhaps, he also
believed in false intercession }{IM@EUQ&E;@@&E; jﬁii’i.:ﬁ;ﬂéfjﬁﬁ“r—]e could
neither find anyone to help him besides Allah, nor could he himself avert (that
catastrophe).” (Verse: 43)

e Characteristics of the small landowner:

(a) The small landowner was a monotheist. He said clearly:
éi_iﬂ{éj.n;ﬁ ﬁi‘}};}a “1 do not associate anyone with my Lord.” (Verse: 38)

(b) He was also a preacher. He used to enjoin the good and forbid the evil. He
reproached the big landlord and said:“Why do you deny your Lord Who has
favoured you? Why didn't you say when vou entered your garden:

4MEFTs s T AED
"It is as Allah pleased; no one has power except Allah."™ (Verse:39)

(c) He believed in the worldly law of punishment and reward and in the reward

and punishment of the next world. (Verse: 40, 41)

(d) He said to the big landlord: “Your garden is temporary. It can be ruined.”
When the garden was ruined, it was found that only Allah has the power to
protect. Allah's reward and the requital is the best.

4 A AL %4 ;iyﬂ‘rﬁ;fiﬂ selUdd “It was then (that he realised) that the real
protection comes only from Allah. His is the best reward and His is the best
requital.” (Verse: 44)

« There is a review in the sub paragraph (verses 45 to 49) that the worldly life is
like the harvest. It was clarified that the children and the wealth are the
omaments of the worldly life.

The satanic attitude of the Makkan pagans has been criticised through the story

of Adam and Iblees that they are making fun of teachings of Allah. They have
been threatened with annihilation.
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4- Verses: 60 to 82: The story of prophet Moosaa and Khidhr has been
described in the fourth paragraph. It has been established that the
decrease an increase of knowledge is also a test,

The purpose was to teach prophet Moosaa (pbuh) that Allah has given to some
men like Khidhr more knowledge than him and that there is some hidden
wisdom behind everything that Allah wills. Prophet Moosaa met Khidhr,

a slave of Allah (probably an angel) at the confluence of the rivers.
éﬁ;l;gu’,ﬂiiﬂ;ﬁ?“"fhere they found one of our servants.” (Verse: 65)

Prophet Moosaa said; Can | accompany you so that [ may learn the wisdom
that has been given to you.

40\ d5esl B daiel 8 ea T Jah “May I follow you so that you may teach me
from that true knowledge which vou have been taught.” (Verse: 66)

Patience is essential for knowledge: Khidhr said: {Iﬁéfé;b:.iﬁj}‘fmu will
not be able to be patient with me. How can you be patient about that which is
not in your knowledge?” (Verse: 67)

Prophet Moosaa said: “T will be patient. You will not find me disobedient.”
Khidhr said: *You can accompany me on the condition that you will not ask
any question until 1 tell you myself.” Then they set forth,

415 gmwwfﬁwwwmwugug “If you want to follow me, then do
not question me about anything until 1 tell vou about it myself.” (Verse: 70)

Some strange actions of Khidhr:

(a) Khidhr made a hole in the boat. Prophet Moosaa objected that why did he
do that? 4 (g azaihd f:jTilji.L’ﬁ.’LEi[i?“They set forth but when they embarked
in a boat (to cross the river), he (Khidhr) made a hole in it.” (Verse:71)

(b) Khidhr killed a boy and prophet Moosaa abruptly said: “Why did you
do ﬁqatr?é;ql:ulﬂétgjlllj&‘-wﬁh% So they journeyed on until they met a boy,
and Khidhr killed him.” (verse: 74)

(¢) Khidhr built a falling wall in spite of the fact that they were not welcomed
as guests in that place. Prophet Moosaa said abruptly;
“Why did you do that?”
4400 281 #1302 {28\ 3 “There they found a wall on the point of falling
down, so he restored it.”

Khidhr said:fé%i{g&?éﬁfﬁ% “This is the parting between you and me.”
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Revelation of the wisdom behind the strange actions of Khidhr:

() The boat belonged to some poor fishermen. The oppressive king snatched
the boats which were perfect. I made a hole in it so that the king may not
snatch if. (Verse: 79)

(b) The parents of the boy were believers. It was expected that he will annoy

them with his rebellion and infidelity. I have killed him so that Allah
may give them better children.

(¢) There 1s the treasure of the two orphans under the wall whose father was
a nghteous person. I have erected the wall so that they may get their treasure
when they grow up. It is the Mercy of Allah. I did not do anything with my
own will or authority. This is the interpretation of the actions on which you
could not be patient. (Verse: 82)

5- Verses: 83 to 102: The story of Zul-Qarnain has been described in the

fifth paragraph. It has been established that the power is a test as well.
Zul-Qarnain was an ideal ruler.

(a) Zul-Qarnain was given the power, %mﬁugﬂ&%“ﬁ“e established his power
in the land.” (Verse: 84)

(b) He was provided with all kinds of resources. '{‘[-:-b—'cg-:mﬁ Gedii3 e “We gave
him all kinds of ways and means.” (Verse: 84)

(¢) He was a preacher He invited his subjects towards Tawheed. He used his power
and authority for propagation of Islam. He said that he will give punishment
to the wrong-doers in this world; then Allah will give them severer punishment
in the hereafter. He said: éﬁjﬁtkﬁwcg}dﬂﬁﬁ{ﬁ&,«j »Lguiﬁijﬁ}
“Anyone who will do wrong shall be punished; then will he return to his Lord
and be sternly punished.” (Verse: 87)

People were told that the righteous believers will be given the best reward.
They will be provided with ease. 41764 AT L P VIE P ST RE T Y
“As for him who believes and does good deeds, he will have a good reward
and will be assigned an easy task by our command.” (Verse: 88)

(d) He protected the oppressed nation from the attacks of Yaajooj and Maajooj
(Gog and Magog)

(e) He had no greed for wealth. He built the dam for them free of cost and
without taking any kind of tax from them. That nation wanted to pay him the
cost of building the dam which he refused saying: §3305s8B8GY
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“That which my Lord has granted me is more than enough.” (Verse: 95) After
the construction of the dam, the people of Yaajooj and Maajooj could neither
break through the wall nor climb over it. (Verse: 97)

(1) Zul-Qarnain thanked Allah at theﬁmmpietion of the dam. He was a humble
and grateful slave of Allah. §i55.a#51ia % He said: 'This is a blessing from
my Lord'.” (Verse: 98)

(g) He was afraid of the punishment of the Day of Judgement. He believed that
even the strongest thing of the universe is temporary. He said:

él.amw;, 4 F{jﬂlﬂ-q)uﬂj 25l “When the promise of my Lord shall come to pass,
He will level it to the ground, for the promise of my Lord is ever true.” (Verse:98)

(h) He had the wisdom and the technology but did not have enough labour;
therefore, he took help from the local people, There is a lesson in the
construction of this strong wall and dam that the mixture of physical,
material and spiritual resources with the mental, intellectual and rational
resources is essential for saving yourselves from the evil of the unbelievers.

6- Verses: 103 to 110: The sixth and last paragraph is the conclusion and the
summary. The materialism has been refuted in it.
The vain hopes of those who are involved in the worldly life and its activities,
have been refuted. (Verse: 104) They are the people who deny the meeting with
their Lord and make fun of Allah's revelations and His messengers. Their
abode is Hell. On the contrary, those who believe and do righteous deeds have
been given the good news of Paradise. (Verse: 108)
In the last verse, the summary of the invitation of Tawheed, prophet-hood and
life hereafter has been presented. Whoever believes that Allah is the only God,
believes that Muhammad (pbuh) is 8 man and a messenger of Allah and
believes in the meeting with his Lord; he must avoid the Shirk in worship and
do good deeds. (Verse: 110)

Central subject

The purpose of variegation of all the things that exist on earth and the wisdom
behind it 1s the test and trial of deeds. Whether 1t is the test of steadfastness on
Tawheed, or the test of abundance of wealth, popularity and manpower, or the
test of wealth and children or the test of power and authority; there is some
kind of wisdom behind all these tests. Man should avoid the love of this world
and material things; accept the Quranic invitation of Tawheed and life hereafter
and should be eager to do good deeds.
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