Flow Chart of Macro-Structure of Soorah Maryam
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e Period of revelation:
Soorah Maryam is a Makkan soorah, which was revealed before
migration to Ethiopia in Rajab, 5 prophet-hood when the Muslims were
undergoing the cruelties of Quraish. The training of the companions
was necessary for propagation of Islam among the Christians of
Ethiopia. Hence, this soorah was revealed for argument with the people
of the Book. Ja'far bin Abi Taalib had recited this soorah in the court of
Najaashi, the Ethiopian king,
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- The relationship of soorah Maryam with the book

1- In the last verse of the previous soorah (Al-Kahf) Tawheed was explained in
the following words: “That your God is One God (Allah).
Then the Shirk was forbidden in these words: €0sfajEstadl 41555
*“And joins no other deity in the worship of his Lord.” (18: 110}
The central subject of soorah Maryam is the refutation of Trinity and the
establishment of Tawheed.

2- In the introduction of the previous soorah (Al-Kahf), one of the purposes

of the revelation of holy Quran was told to be a warning for the Christians
about their creed of Trinity. €15 5EJBea 01 325% And warn those who say,

'Allah has begotten a son'.” (Verse:4)

Here, in soorah Maryam, this subject has come repeatedly.
§aadiyJiedadi SlaigB LB 1t is not befitting to Allah that He should beget a son!
He is far above this.™ (Verse:35)

§ 5 dadial g"" WasiiUsk “Tt is not befitting to the Compassionate (Allah) that

He should get a son.” (Verse:92)

3- The temporary adornment of this world and the everlasting deeds:
In the previous soorah (Al-Kahf) it was said

éjlﬁ'l ﬁl"&lg‘jw.. LE\W1_.~L.:,3L,J1,LO:0JISHJ.“” : ,f.:_-’J1jJL.J1%:— “The wealth and
children are the attraction of this worldly life; yet, honourable deeds that last
forever are better rewarded by your Lord and hold for you a better hope
(of salvation). (Verse: 46)
The same subject has been described in soorah Maryam in the following words:
{'.:._,.a""'” F[.flyhu",ll..k:& HERERN RS *'} ‘Everlasting are only the good deeds,
which are the best in the 51ghi i}f your Lord to earn you a better reward and
yield you the best fruit.” (Verse: 76)

4- In soorah Maryam, the creed of Tawheed has been proved by the life of Jesus
Christ and some other prophets.
In the next soorah (Taahaa) the proof of Tawheed has been provided from

the life of prophet Moosaa which he spent in invitation towards Tawheed.
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Important key words and subjects

I- A marvellous style of historical arguments in soorah Maryam:
It is a marvellous style of soorah Maryam that instead of the words “Burhaan™
(argument) or “Aavah” (Sign), the words “Zikro Rahmate™ (mentioning the
mercy ), “Wazkur fil-Kitaab™ (mention in the book) have been used for the
arguments of Tawheed. This way of expression means asking to present
another argument from the history,

46 )f IsoEedF K ;% “This is a reminder of blessings that your Lord bestowed
on His servant Zakanyya.” (Verse: 2)

(O Muhammad) é.oe;nu‘-’éﬁkif 5’-3? “Relate to them the story of Maryam in
the Book.”™ (Verse: 16)

{Hg*ﬂ»gﬁgjﬁﬁf§-|i§“Re]ate to them the story of Ibraaheem from the Book
(holy Quran).” (Verse: 41)

éuﬂﬁf@ﬂl&ﬁ 355 “Relate to them the story of Moosaa in the Book.” (Verse:51)
ddaiilagid 15 453 Relate to them the story of Ismaa'eel in the Book.™ (Verse:54)
450803 315 “Relate to them the story of Idrees in the Book.” (Verse:56)

2- The real cause of the Shirk of Makkan pagans was that they considered
their gods to have authority:

Explaining the causes of Shirk it was said that the Makkan pagans made gods
other than Allah and considered them powerful, mighty and authoritative,
They used to worship them in order to get their help and protection.

dile Jt,;‘f;.ji@'gﬂu,i:ﬂ:ﬁ@-"{hﬂ} have taken other deities for worship besides
Allah, so that they should be a source of strength to them.” (Verse: 81)

3- A rational argument of Tawheed in soorah Maryam:

A rational argument has been given and it 1s asked that Allah Who has brought
mankind into existence from non-existence; 1s He not able to create Jesus
Christ without a father?

éwﬁ@w&mg;}ﬂ ust as | created yvou before, when you were
nothing at all.” (Verse: 9) and

£UELady Aﬂiﬁiﬂiﬁjbﬁ*f&éﬁ?%Dmb not man remember that We created
him before out of nothing?” (Verse: 67)
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4- The unworthy descendants of Bani Israa’eel lost the prayer:

It was made clear to the people of the Book that the prayer was obligatory for
everyone from the time of prophet Ismaa'eel till the time of prophet Eesaa,
the last prophet of Bani Israa'eel. All the prophets ordered for it, but the
Israelites lost this important ritual. Prophet Ismaa'eel (2,000 B.C)) used to
order his family to offer the prayer and pay the Zakah (obligatory charity).
ﬁr@"iﬁﬁlgﬂﬂﬁ&@g?ﬂﬂ commanded his people to establish Salah (prayer)
and give Zakah.” (Verse: 55)
Regarding the prayer and the charity, it has been reported from prophet Eesaa
himself that Allah had advised him for It{iﬁad—nuﬁ"ﬁﬁ-ﬂlk n’.'i[éiJ'i?“He has
commanded me to establish Salah (prayer) and give Zakah (obligatory
charity) as long as [ live.” (Verse: 31) However, some unworthy successors
among the Israelites who became slaves of their desires lost this centuries old
special form of worship (the praycr}.é@;&.bl%;ﬁ:ﬁﬁ;é@ll,;ELéLﬂé- Mhax.ﬁﬁv
“But the generations who succeeded them, abandoned the Salah and started
following their lusts.” (Verse: 59)

5- An important principle of annihilation of nations in soorah Maryam:

This scorah contains the principle that Allah gives respite to the disobedient
nations who have lot of wealth and dignity up to an appointed time and then
annihilates them. This principle has been described twice in verse 74 and 98.
4\ JEEE’TC,;:’-T Aadidie aelataSiat 55 3#“(Don't they see), how many generations
have We destroyed before them, who were far greater in riches and in
splendour?” (Verse: 74)

&%, gﬁﬂéi-gﬁgé'@ﬂi‘ﬁ d-"v;})ifﬁﬂl-j sl a8 5% “How many generations have
We destroyed before them! Can you see any of them, or hear even a whisper
of them?” (Verse: 98)

Macro-structure of soorah Maryam

Soorah Maryam consists of six paragraphs. Jesus Christ is not the son of
Allah. In the first paragraph, the miraculous birth of prophet Yahya has been
cited as a proof of the miraculous birth of prophet Jesus Christ which is
mentioned in the second paragraph. In the third paragraph, prophet
Ibraaheem's Tawheed has been cited as an argument. In the fourth paragraph,
the Tawheed of a few prophets, who are accepted by the Jews and the
Christians, is mentioned. In the fifth paragraph, the commandment for
Tawheed of worship has been given. In the last paragraph, there is consolation
for the prophet (pbuh) and threat of annihilation for the Christians,
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I- Verses: 1 to 15: In the first paragraph, prophet Zakariyya is mentioned
that Allah miraculously gave him a son like Yahva in his old age.

In fact, it has been proved in this paragraph that contrary to the normal method,
Allah has got the power to administer things miraculously. The God Who
gave Zakariyya a son in his old age, the same God gave Maryam a son
without a husband. The Christians have been given an argument of Tawheed
from their own history here.

Allah made Yahya polite, chaste, pious and obedient to his parents. He was
not oppressive and disobedient.

& a2 13s K3 Al5ai s o af s 5360, 3Bs5% “And also granted him kindness
and purity by Our grace, and he grew up as a pious man, dutiful to his parents-
he was neither arrogant nor disobedient. (Verses: 13, 14)

2- Verses: 16 to 40: In the second paragraph, the story of Maryam and
Eesaa (pbuh) has been told in detail and the creed of Trinity has been
refuted after reporting his miraculous birth and his miraculous
conversation after the birth.

Jesus Christ himself said: ¢ &5 sz sl idide dty

“1 am indeed a servant of Allah. He has given me the Book and made me a
prophet.” (Verse: 30) After establishing the manhood and the prophet-hood of
Jesus Christ, Allah Almighty said: 4 533308 «de3%“ Such was Eesaa (Jesus)
the son of Maryam, and this is the true statement about him concerning
which they are in doubt. {Verse: 35) Then the words of prophet Eesaa have
been reported: § 34855 Blzoass 2l ﬁﬁj@jiﬂ&g%“\fcdiy Allah is my Lord and
your Lord: therefore, serve Him. This is the right way.” (Verse: 36)

3- Verses: 41 to 50: The invitation of prophet Ibraaheem (pbuh) towards
Tawheed is mentioned in detail in the third paragraph.

Both the Jews and the Chnstians accept prophet Ibraaheem as their great
grandfather, They are denying the invitation of Tawheed given by the last
messenger (pbuh) only to follow their forefathers. There 15 a model for them in
the life of Ibraaheem (pbuh) whose father was a polytheist, but he showed
determination and steadfastness on Tawheed instead of following his forefathers,

(2) The etiquettes of invitation towards [slam have been taught in this soorah.
Prophet Ibraaheem argued with his Father very sympathetically. He gave
rational arguments and asked his father: € S18&2 2053 Mﬁgéﬂ‘ﬁ%ﬂw@
“O my father! Why do you worship something that can neither hear nor see,
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nor profit you in any way?” (Verse: 42) Prophet Ibraaheem invited his father
Aazar towards Tawheed with great love and affection,

{b) The word “Yaa Aba-te” (O my father) has been used four times in this soorah,
Aazar showed obstinacy and threatened his son Ibraaheem that he will be
stoned to death 4 Szl ;b elie] ‘;JMAJ;,-}J?‘H vou do not stop this folly, T will
indeed stone you to death: So be gone (from my house) this very momeni.“
(verse: 46) In response to his threat prophet Ibrasheem said very respectfully:
é@mﬁ&?“f’eac& be upon you: I will pray to my Lord for your forgiveness.

(Verse: 47)

ek

4- Verses: 51 to 63: In the fourth paragraph, the creed of Tawheed has been
proved by the invitation of other prophets and their character.

Prophet Moosaa, prophet Haaroon, prophet Ismaa'eel, prophet Idrees, prophet
Nooh, prophet Ibraaheem and prophet Ya'qoob have been mentioned and it
has been established that all of them were human beings and the prophets of
Allah, but they had no share in the Divinity, They all bowed down to Allah

and they are the inheritors of Paradise. All these prophets cried and fell in
prostration to Allah when they heard the revelations of Allah, the Merciful.

Fay Fa s

LESHANEI5E 2L agle W8 61k “Whenever the Revelations of the
Compassmnate (Allah) were recited to them, they fell to prostrate and weep.”
(Verse: 58) But the successors of these prophets were very d@ﬁLHLrHE(T- They lost
the prayer and followed their lusts. ng.ﬂlt”' NI T RS N W§s
“But the generations who succeeded them abandoned the Salah and started
following their lusts.” (Verse: 59)

5- Verses: 64 to 83: In the fifth paragraph, the commandment to worship
Allah Alone and be steadfast on it has been given.

.lr_,p

dazslaal 1138022 Bk “Worship Allah Alone and be steadfast in His worship.”
(Verse: 65) The pagan leaders have been wamed, after giving them an account
of the conditions of Hell, that they should not be proud of their wealth and

splendid assemblies. The history has witnessed that Allah has ruined the
nations that had great power and splendour.

The saying of a pagan leader has been reported who thought that the Last
Hour will never come and even if it did come, he will surely be blessed with
wealth and children. @Lﬂ;;j}' *.f':;ﬂj}, “1 shall always be given wealth and

children.” (Verse:77)

This creed of the polytheists, that their self-made gods besides Allah can
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also help and protect them, has been refuted. é’iﬁi&jﬁﬁéiﬂriﬂuﬁmﬁﬁ it
“They have taken other deities for worship besides Allah, so that they should
be a source of strength to them.” (Verse: 81) The polytheists thought that their
gods were very powerful and authoritative and they could give them benefit

and save them from loss.

6- Verses: 84 to 98: In the sixth and last paragraph, the prophet (pbuh) has
been given consolation. £ 242 2530% “Therefore, be not in haste against
them, their days are numbered.” (Verse: 84)

In the last paragraph, the Christians who believed in Trinity and the
polytheists have been threatened that they can be annihilated as a punishment
of their Shirk in this world. The prophet (pbuh) has been advised to be patient
about them. In this last part, Allah has expressed His Anger and Grandeur for
those who commit Shirk and He has expressed his Love and Grace for those
who follow the Tawheed.

(a) The Wrath and Grandeur of the C Dmpassmnafe (Allah) for those who
commit Shirk: \J5,#1E351% \éu.hdL;.;'l ife e ,,‘;II,\_%Z.L:'I;H;Q’ 355 LEN3ESH
“The very heavens might crack, the earth might cleave asunder and the
mountains might crumble to pieces at their ascribing a son to the
Compassionate (Allah)” (Verse: 90, *Jl]

Then it was explained that: 410508 'Iu-r Sdoasid\E36 1t is not befitting to the
Compassionate (Allah) that he shﬁu]d beget a son.”

(b) Allah's Love, Compassion and Grace for those who follow Tawheed:
Allah the Compassionate has ex pressed His Love for those whe tollow the
Tawheed. He said in the holy Quran: é'l:r, ""I,&.&JL,I.EJ-;.:H:L:-M o5 3dal Siih Sip
“Surely, the Beneficent will bring about Love for those who believe and do
good deeds.” (Verse: 96)
In the last verse, both the Christians and the Makkan pagans have been
advised to learn a lesson from the history of annihilation of nations.

éﬂjﬁﬁjé—ﬂﬂga'ﬁ»iaﬁ&uﬁu‘néljtiwmf jél“Hc:w many generations
have We destroyed before them! Can you see any of them, or hear even a
whisper of them?” (Verse: 98)

This soorah ends with a lesson and invites to think that man should learn a
lesson from the history to save himself from the annihilation and follow the

Tawheed saving himself from Shirk.

Central subject

The Christians have been invited to give up the creed of Trinity and follow
the unadulterated Tawheed.
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