Flow Chart of Macro-Structure of Soorah Sabaa

34-Soorah Sabaa Makkan
Verses: 54 Paragraphs:7

Central Subject

Review the superficial
objections against Tawheed,
life hereafter and prophet-
hood of Muhammad in the
light of Quranic arcuments!
Do not follow the ungrateful.
extravagant and arrogant
leadership and accept Islam
putting aside vour
suspicions! :
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¢ Period of revelation:

Soorah Sabaa was revealed after the general proclamation of Islam, in the
beginning of the second phase of prophet's stay in Makkah (4 to 5 prophet-
hood), when the authenticity of the messenger (pbuh) of Allah was suspected
and he was facing the volley of allegations, For example, He was called
insane, magician, slanderer etc. However, the opposition was not as severe
yet as it became afterwards. The Quraish were asked to be grateful as the
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descendants of prophet Dawood were asked and they were frightened with
the end of the people of Sabaa. They are also suggested to give up the creed
of worship of the Jinns and the angels.

The relationship of soorah Sabaa with the Book

1- In the last soorah (Al-Ahzaab), the Muslims were asked to pray for peace
and blessings of Allah on Muhammad, the last messenger (pbuh) and the
topic was peace and blessings, Here, in soorah Sabaa, he has been introduced
as the giver of good tidings and the Warner and he has been exonerated from
the allegations of the polytheists.

2- In the last soorah (Al-Ahzaab), the objections of the hypocrites against the
Messenger (pbuh) of Allah were reported. Here, in soorah Sabaa, the
objection of the Makkan pagans have been reported that he has fabricated
the Quran himself. They said that it is slander, falsehood and clear magic.

Important key words and subjects

I- The words “And the unbelievers said” have been used repeatedly to report
the objections and allegations of the Makkan pagans.

(a) The Makkan pagans used to say that the Last Hour will never come. After
describing the Attributes of Allah, they have been answered that it will surely
come, é;...;.!* o MU@;,&&&M1 13.;;@':}1;;&5’” eégjrjk.i;%“’fhe unbelievers say-
'The Hour of Doom will never come to us'. Tell them: 'Nay! By my Lord, the
Knower of the Unseen, it shall certainly come upon you'.” (Verse: 3)

(b) The Makkan pagans wondered at the invitation of the prophet (pbuh) that
when Man will be di siﬁuhi&d’ ':‘md bﬂﬁ{:umﬂ part .ﬂf the eanh,’i{ww will he l:ir:‘.;
created again? éw‘;l,‘.y ,aﬁlgfflﬁ AiE% bLa.i.r.g.‘.'ﬂ;};JJ& AGS a1 aagd JGsp
“The unbelievers say (to the people): 'Shall we point out to you a man who
claims that when vour body will disintegrate (and crumble) into dust, you
shall be raised to life again'?” (Verse: 7)

(¢) The oppressive and arrogant leaders of the Makkan pagans used to declare
that they will never believe in the Quran. They were threatened with the
scenes of the hereafter. On the Day of Judgement, the weak followers wall
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say to their arrogant leaders, “If it were not for you, we would certainly have
been believers.” (Verse: 31)
Qmu_nﬁ:;?ﬁl:‘b‘jgl;ﬁﬂihﬁr:ﬁ&h}f &Qd%% “The disbelievers say: "We shall
never believe in this Quran, nor in the scriptures which came before it'.”
(Verse: 31)
(d) The Makkan pagans objected against the messenger (pbuh) of Allah that he

forbade them to follow the ways of their forefathers. They also said that this
Quran was a fabrication, fal %Lhm}d and plain magic.

&85 5 1 T0a 1 3470 5 301328 201 0165 s R4 414y S TTa s “This (Quran) is
nothing but an invented falsehood.' (While yet others ), who deny the truth
when it comes to them, say: "This is nothing but plain magic'.” (Verse: 43)

2- The absurd objections of the polytheists have been mentioned in soorah
Sabaa.

The objections were raised against the messenger (pbuh) of Allah that he has
tabricated the Quran. (Verse: 8) That he 1s mad. (Verse: 8) That the holy Quran
i8 his own fabrication. (Verses: 43) That he is only a human being. (Verse: 43)
That the holy Quran is plain magic. (Verse: 43)
ébﬁjbﬂ‘jtf&i&jﬂi{é@ﬁﬁjﬁ&&’ m;q_‘;':wdﬂ‘jt'm I,J[.i,% “They say,
'This (Quran) is nothing but an invented falsehood.' While yet, others, who
deny the truth when it comes to them, say, 'This is nothing but plain magic'.”
{(Verse: 43)

(a) The polytheists blamed the prophet (pbuh) that he had invented a lie against
Allah. They also alleged that he was mad and was caught into a fit of
insanity. éu;;ﬂtgﬁwﬁ,fwlqufﬁu,ugmﬁptﬁwqglBﬂdydﬂ} ‘Has he
forged a lie against Allah or is he mad? Nay! In fact those who do not believe
in the hereafter are doomed, for they are in gross error.” (Verse: 8)

(b) Allah Almighty invited the polytheists to think if Muhammad (pbuh]) really

was insane? It was not true! He was rather raised to warn them of a severe
punishment Say (O pmphet)

Frajen ‘jhpuléliq-g‘,aipldgb 1;,§15Ad=1ﬁs¢usi! 134385 31805 *yiﬁﬂuﬂﬁ

-'.- L

(46:T) $uind B S0icas
“I would ask vou one thing. For Allah's sake! Think individually or consult

one another and ponder whether your companion (Muhammad) 1s really
crazy? (You yourself will come to the conclusion that) he is nothing but a
Warner to you to forewarn you of a severe punishment.” (Verse: 46)
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3- The suspicion of Makkan pagans about the possibility of life hereafter
has been mentioned in soorah Sabaa.

The Makkan pagans were doubtful about the life hereafter, They did not
believe in it. They used to ask when will it happen?

(a) They denied the life hereafter and said clearly that it will never come to
them. éipuﬂi;gﬁj@"[he Hour of Doom will never come to us.” (Verse: 3)

(b) They asked repeatedly: “when will this promise of the Last Hour be fulfilled?”
They ask you: %j}w»ﬂf @1@?**@5@&?;@5} “When will this promise (of
resurrection) be fulfilled, if you are telling the truth?” (Verse: 29)

(¢) Those who do not believe in the life hereafter will be punished.
saall JLANS AN 3855 W0 34a 8 Y201 i3h “Nay! In fact those who do not believe
in the hereafter are doomed, for they are in gross error.” (Verse: 8)

(d) Allah wants to differentiate between those who believe in the life hereafter

and those who do not believe in it. It is possible to save yourselves from the
snares of Iblees.

& Buss B b oty s Bk 58 s Ml G 05 sl S L 03 agle U U
“He (Iblees) had no authority over them. We wanted to see who believed in

the hereafter and who is in doubt concerning it. Your Lord is watching over
all things.” (Verse: 21)

() On the Day of Judgement, a wall will be raised between those who had
doubts about the hereafter and their desires. The same was done to those who
suspected the hereafter in the past and led others to suspicion.

o AE U158 2301 JB0% g bl Jod I 03460 U s iz Jee3d
“A barrier will be placed between them and what they desired to ha\, e, as was
done with the similar people before them; for they were indeed involved in a
misleading suspicion. (Verse: 54)

4- The leaders and their followers are mentioned in soorah Sabaa.

In soorah Sabaa, the words used for the arrogant and proud leaders are:
Qtiﬁﬁd&ﬁ % “Those who showed arrogance” and the words used for their
weak followers are: 51,1-..&.1..,1 m@ “Those who were made weak or those

who were oppressed” They have also been called $osdaal. b “the weak
people”
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(a) On the Day of Judgement, these oppressed people will say to their arrogant

leaders: é@ﬁﬁm.@ﬁﬁ’;ﬂ? “If' it were not for you, we would have believed.”
(Verse:31) In other words they said: “You hindered us from belief.”

(b) On the Day of Judgement, they will repent. They will be ashamed and regret
when they will see the punishment.

.." ‘,.l'fi. & .-', i,-"' a2 ,f: P ...= *.- ’.ﬂf - -l’-E ,’ :,..:- -"i-: -=.a-
a0 Jads bl 5283 510655 1283 sl 5Ks Sl cagly ks an i sy

(33221) S fagisaain, s
“Those despised weaklings will say to the arrogant: 'Wo! It was you who plotted

day and mght, bidding us to disbelieve in Allah and to set up equals with Him".
They will feel ashamed once they see the punishment.” (Verse: 33)

(¢) On the Day of Judgement, the leaders will ask their followers:“Did we hinder
you to accept the guidance?” Nay! You vourselves were guilty! Why didn’t
you use your own mind? Why did you follow us? It proves that everyone is
responsible for his own deeds. )

{ui‘ﬁ:’ 238 a8 "’u-aweuuéﬂf»imL’,ﬁTM'stMUQUb%‘lhe arrogant
will say to those despised weaklings: 'Did we block you off from guidance
when it came to you? Nay! Rather vou yourselves were guilty'” (Verse: 32)

() This historical fact about the wealthy people has been described that whenever
a messenger came to a town to warn them, its wealthy people declared that
they were not going to believe in what he had come with. They said that they
deny it €u338 'y 2406 a6y, ﬁ@g};ﬁﬁ@ﬂiﬁ“whenever We have
sent a Warner to a town, its wealthy residents have said: "We surely disbelieve
in what you are sent with'.” (Verse: 34)

5- Gratitude is an important and key subject of soorah Sabaa:

(a) The descendants of prophet Dawood were asked to be grateful to Allah for
making the Jinns obedient to prophet Sulaimaan. They worked for him. This
fact has been highlighted that there are only a few among the mankind who
show gratitude. ¢ },’ﬁ..lt@;L;.;.g,E-J.;_l,'s';P ijEJﬁj.J'L’ﬁ-@ “O family of Dawood!
Work gratefully, Only a few of My devotees are truly grateful.” (Verse: 13)

(b) The people of Sabaa were told to be grateful for the blessings of Allah. He is
Forgiving. éj;im.'.-j i:;si;ﬁduj;i_u;;i;;gj;;ﬁu@» “Eat of what your Lord
has given you and render thanks to Him. Pleasant is your land and forgiving
18 your Lord.™ (Verse: 15)
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(¢) The people of Sabaa were punished for their ingratitude. This principle has
been clarified that only the ungrateful are requited like this.

;‘Qr-;;pﬁgﬁ,s,;ru 3347l “Thus did We requite them for their
dtsbeilef', and never do We punish any but the ungrateful.” (Verse: 17)

(dd) The people of Sabaa were an ungrateful nation. Because of their ingratitude
they were deprived of their two gardens that provided them with food and
instead there grew jungles of tamarisk and lote bushes. They were made a
tale of the history. There is a lesson in it for every patient, grateful person.

Bl et B spitsasntat sl g abiisslagh ar chndad s )

(19:2,7) Q#,i« e
“But they said: 'Our Lord! Make our journeys longer'. Therebv they wronged
their souls and We made them merely a tale that is told and dispersed them in

scattered fragments. Surely, there is a sign in this for every patient, grateful
person.” (Verse: 19)

6- Explanation of Tawheed of knowledge in soorah Sabaa:

In soorah Sabaa, it has been told about the Knowledge of Allah that He has
the complete Knowledge of the Unseen.

(a) Nothing in the heavens and the earth is hidden from Allah. He is the Knower
of the Unseen.
b2 BV TT5e ekl Tsom I Vi sn 858 TR 2 34 Y i i p
“Nothing, even equal to an atom, in the heavens and the earth is hidden from
Him; nor there is anything smaller or greater than that, but is recorded in the
Clear Book.™ (verse: 3)

§o 540 2EB “He is the Knower of all hidden things.” (Verse: 48)

(b) The Jinns do not have the knowledge of the Unseen. Prophet Sulaimaan died
while he was standing. He stood there leaning on his staff even after his
death, The Jinns continued working for him thinking that he was alive.
However, when the staff was eaten by the termite and prophet Sulaimaan fell
on the ground, only then this fact became obvious that they had no
knowledge of the unseen, otherwise they would not have continued their
dmdgcw.{@gﬂfﬁﬂ!@ ;;Liu_ﬂfil'lg,ﬂa.y,fﬁ‘ _;.%:“If they had known the Unseen,
they would not have continued in the humiliating punishment of their task ™

(Verse: 14)
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Macro-structure of soorah Sabaa

1- Verses: 1 to 9: The Attributes of Allah have been described in the first
paragraph, the objections against the life hereafter have been reported
and their answers have been given.

Allah is the Owner of the heavens and the earth. Only He deserves the praise.
He Alone will be praised in the Hereafter. He is the Wise, the Aware,

Allah's Knowledge: Whatever enters into the earth or goes out of it and
whatever rises to the sky or descends from it is in His knowledge. He is the
Merciful, the Forgiving. Those who denied the Judgement and the life
hereafter have been told that the Last Hour will surely come, Nothing small
or big in the heavens and in the earth is hidden from Allah. Everything is
recorded in a Clear Book.

The purpose of the Day of Judgement is to reward the righteous and punish
the evil. Those who believe and do good deeds will have forgiveness and
generous sustenance. The evil people who struggled to lower the revelations
of Allah will face punishment. (Verses: 4,5) The holy Quran is the Absolute
Truth, It guides towards Allah, the All-Mighty, the Praise Worthy. (Verse: 6)
The unbelievers call it a fabrication and say that Muhammad (pbuh) is
insane. Nay, they themselves are misled and they will be punished. They
have been asked to fear the Might and power of Allah Who can make the
earth swallow them or let the sky fall on them. Everyone who fears Allah and
repents should learn a lesson.

2- Verses: 10 to 14: In the second paragraph, there is detail of the gratitude
of prophets Dawood and Sulaimaan.

(a) Prophet Dawood was given Allah's blessings. Allah Almighty ordered the
mountains and the birds to be with him in singing His Praises. He softened
the iron for him and taught him to make armours and measure the links
properly. He was advised to do good deeds.

(b) The wind was subjugated for prophet Sulaimaan. The distance of one
month was covered in the morning and the distance of one month in the
evening A fountain of molten copper was made to flow for him. The Jinns
were made obedient to him.

Sulaimaan used to punish the disobedient Jinns with fire. They used to make
lofty buildings, images, large basins and big cauldrons for him. They were
ordered; @;i.és;.rsjf I,I..F*%- “0 family of Dawood! Work gratefully.” But only
a few of the mankind are really grateful. (Verses: 12 ,13)
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(¢) The Jinns do not have the knowledge of the unseen: The Jinns remained
unaware of the death of prophet Sulaimaan. The termites were eating his
staff. When Sulaimaan fell down, the Jinns realised that they do not have the
knowledge of the Unseen, otherwise they would not have suffered that
disgrace. (Verse: 14)

3- Verses: 15 to 20: In the third paragraph, the ingratitude of the people of
Sabaa and the denial of life after death by them is mentioned.

The people of Sabaa were settled in Yemen. Allah had blessed them with
gardens and ordered them to be grateful for these blessings. But they were

disobedient, unfaithful and ungrateful people. (Verse: 15)

They were punished by a flood. In place of the two flourishing gardens there
grew tamarisk and lote bushes that bore bitter fruits. Allah let the people build
prominent settlements between Sabaa and Palestine and build commercial
highways and stopping stages on them in order to make the journeys peaceful and
easy but they did not like the settlements and prayed to Allah to make their
journeys longer. “Our Lord! Make our journeys longer.” (Verse: 19) So they
were punished. Allah made them a tale of history. There 1s a lesson for every
patient and grateful person in this event of history.

The people of Sabaa were caught in the snare of Iblees, The believers were
saved. The people of Sabaa denied the life hereafier. Allah wanted to separate
and distinguish those who believed in the hereafter from those who did not
believe in the hereafter.

4- Verses: 21 to 28: In the fourth paragraph, there are arguments of Tawheed,
refutation of Shirk and explanation of the position of prophet-hood.

(2) Arguments of Tawheed: The polytheists were challenged that the gods other

than Allah have no authority in the earth and in the heavens. Their intercession
cannot be accepted. Intercession without Allah's permission 1s not possible.
On the Day of Judgement, the intercessors will also be in fear and bewilderment
They were asked, “Who provides sustenance from the heavens and the earth™ ?
The answer was, “Allah.™ In this case, only one group, (either the believers or the
non believers) is on the right gmidance. Everyone should think about his own

betterment. You will not be asked about our sins and we will not be held
responsible for vour sins. Allah will assemble all the people on the Day of

Judgement and will do justice. Allah is the All-Mighty, the Knowledgeable.
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(b) Explanation of the position of prophet hood: The messenger (pbuh) of
Allah has been sent as the Giver of good news and the Warner for the whole
world, but most of the people do not want to know.
%ﬁﬂw@*ﬁﬁ&@yyﬁuf%@mhﬁﬂgﬁlm J‘f[j;} “0 prophet, We have sent
you to the entire mankind, to give them good news and forewarn them, but
most men do not know.” (Verse: 28)

5- Verses: 29 to 42: In the fifth paragraph, the reasons for denying the life
Hereafter, Shirk and arrogant leadership have been explained.

Those who deny the life hereafter ask about the time of the Last Day. They

were told that its time is fixed,

(a) It was made clear to the arrogant leadership that they were the hindrance in the
guidance of common people. On the Day of Judgement, the common people
will say: “If you were not there we would have been believers.” However,
they will blame them that they themselves were criminals. Both of them will
be ashamed and both will have stranglehold round their necks.

(b) This principle has been stated about the prosperous people that they have

always rejected the messengers. They were proud of their children and
wealth and entertained the vain hope that they will not be punished.

&5Y,159134 7249 They say: 'We have more wealth and children'.” (Verse: 35)
The messenger (pbuh) of Allah was advised to tell them that the sustenance is
in the Hand of Allah and the access to Him cannot be achieved through
wealth and children; it can be achieved only through belief and good deeds
Those who want to defeat Our Revelations will be punished.

(¢) The Makkan pagans used to call the angels, to be the daughters of Allah. On
the Day of Judgement, the angels will be asked: “Did these people use to
worship you?” The angels will glorify Allah and will confess that He has no
weakness and that He 18 their Guardian,

(d) Some of the Makkan pagans worshipped the Jinns. They feared them and
took their refuge. They were threatened with the punishment of hereafter that
no one will have any authority to give any benefit or harm except Allah on
that Day.
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6- Verses: 43 to 46: The objections raised against the messenger (pbuh) of
Allah have been reported and answered in the sixth paragraph.

When the messenger (pbuh) of Allah recited the verses of holy Quran, the
objection was raised against him that he was merely a human being and not
the messenger (pbuh) of Allah. They said, “You want to prohibit us from the
ways of our forefathers. This Quran is a lie which you have invented. It s
magic and you are insane.” They were invited to think individually and
collectively if the savings of the insane people were like this, He is a plain
Warner.

7- Verses: 47 to 54: In the seventh and last paragraph, the arguments of
Muhammad's (pbuh) prophet-hood have been given and people have been
frightened of the punishment of the hereafter.

(a) Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) does not require any reward from you. Allah
Almighty reveals the Truth to him. (Verse: 47)
The Truth has come. The falsehood must leave now. The prophet (pbuh) was
made to declare that if he is misled, he will have to suffer and if he is rightly
guided, it 1s because of the revelation. Allah is watching and listening. He is
very close.

(b) The unbelievers will be embarrassed on the Day of Judgement. They will not
be able to escape and they will be seized from a nearby place. (Verse: 51) They
will say: “We believe.” But it will not be of any use. (Verse: 52) The crime of
the dwellers of the Hell 1s that they used to deny the prophet-hood. They used
to bring the far-fetched ideas. They were the prisoners of their desires. Like
the previous nations, a barrier will be erected between them and their desires;
because they themselves were caught in suspicions and led others to
suspicion as well.

Central subject

Avoid the superficial objections against Tawheed, life hereafter and prophet-
hood of Muhammad (pbuh) . Review everything in the light of Quranic arguments!
Do not follow the ungrateful, extravagant and arrogant leadership and accept
Islam putting aside you suspicions!
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