Flow Chart of Macro-Structure of Soorah As-Saaffaat

37-Soorah As-Saaffaat Makkan
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e Period of revelation:

Soorah As-Saaffaat was probably revealed towards the end of the third phase
of prophet's stay in Makkah (6 to 10 prophet-hood). This was the period when
soorah Faatir and soorah Yaa-Seen were revealed as well. The Makkan pagans
considered the angels as Allah's daughters. They rejected the invitation of
Tawheed given by the messenger (pbuh) of Allah and were making fun of him.
They called him a magician, a poet and an insane person. They said, “How can
we leave our gods for an insane poet?” At this juncture, they were invited to
understand the task of prophet-hood and the position of prophet-hood of
Muhammad (pbuh) by the history of different prophets who were righteous
and devoted believers, so that they may follow the pure Tawheed.
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Special Features

There are some repetitive verses in soorah As-Saaffaat which have been
repeated again and again.

'%_n-ahmmhrr‘}ﬂé “Illa 1baadallah hil Mukhlaseen™ (Except the sincere devotees
of Allah ) %Mtﬁ%ﬁﬁ # “Kazaalika Najzil Mohsineen” (Thus do We
reward the n ghtcﬂus.}égﬁ.}gjﬂ‘lﬂgbg;;}: Ej}}’“lnnahm min Ibaadenal Mo mineen”
(Surely, he was one of Our believing devotees.) The word é@;ﬁi&?’ “Salaam™
(Peace) has also been used repeatedly in this soorah.

- The relationship of soorah As-Saaffaat with the Book

I- In the previous soorah (Yaa-Seen), Muhammad (pbuh) was told to be
the last link of prophet-hood by saying: “You are indeed one of the
messengers” (36; 3) Here, in soorah As-Saaffaat, the services of some
prophets towards Tawheed have been mentioned and it has been established
that peace 1s for the messengers of Allah. é%,ﬂﬁﬂi}» “Peace be on the
messengers.” (Verse: 181)

2- The topic of negation of worship of angels mentioned in soorah Faatir
has been explained in more detail here,

3- Here, in soorah As-Saatfaat, the services of nine prophets Nooh, Ibraaheem,
Ismaa'eel, Is-haaq, Loot, Moosaa, Haaroon, Ilyaas and Yoonus have been

mentioned. In the next soorah (Saad), the repentance of three prophets
Dawood, Sulaimaan and Ayyoob is mentioned.

Important Key words and Subjects

1- The evidence of angels arrayed in rows has been presented in soorah
As-Saaffaat:

The Makkan pagans said that the angels were the daughters of Allah. It has
been refuted here.

(a) In the very first verse, the evidence of the angels who are arranged in
ranks have been presented that they have no share in the Divinity and that

. g L : :
Allah is Alone. ¢lazeanltiy “1 swear by those who arrange themselves in
ranks.” (Verse: 1)
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(b) The same thing has been repeated in verses 164 to 166.
l"‘_ B ;,-" gy ¢ ¥ " u v s
453N A005h “We arrange ourselves in ranks for His service.” (Verse: 165)

2- The belief of Tawheed has been established in soorah As-Saaffaat and the
participation of angels in the Divinity has been refuted.

(a) In the fourth verse, it has been said clearly that the God is only One God.
4213 a5851p “Indeed, your God is One.” (Verse: 4)

(b) It is said about the pagan leaders that they show pride and arrogance
regarding the invitation of Tawheed. {usm STTRN PN CTH]R A% “When

they were told: 'There 1s no god except Allah,' they used to puff themselves
up with pride.” (Verse: 35)

(¢) The polytheists were asked if they wanted more gods other than Allah,
the One and Only? %&iﬁ;ﬂ@iﬁ’é—ﬁ@% “Would you serve false gods instead
of Allah?” (Verse: 86)

3- Use of of the word § 24:452U% “Fastaftehim™ (ask them) in
soorah As-Saaffaat:

The Makkan pagans have been contended with the word
4 aysdiiliy “Fastaftehim” (ask them) in this soorah.
(a) ) ghL’Lr‘HJ-ﬂaE'iL—i-G % AELE L4 341 340082063 Ask them: “What is more

difficult - their creation or the rest of our creation (like mountains)?- Them we
created out of a sticky clay.” (Verse: 11) This is the argument to prove the life
hereafter.

(b) 43 288 Ueysf 54alilp Ask them: (Does it make any sense that) “their
Lord should have daughters while they choose to have sons?” (Verse: 149)
What an idea! This is the argument to prove the Tawheed of Person.

4- The allegation against the messenger (pbuh) of Allah that he is insane
and a poet:

The saying of the Makkan pagans has been reported in this soorah who used
to say: e{-g,i; #LEQLE.;,@J'W JelEias) Ak “What! Should we give up our gods
for the sake of a mad poet?” (Verse: 36)
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5- Use of the word {M& “Al-Mukhlaseen™ (sincere devotees) for the
prophets in soorah As-Saaffaat:

The words éo@ﬂ' yﬂ:’l:;a% (Sincere devotees of Allah) have been used five
times in this soorah, The prophets are the sincere and the chosen people,
They follow the unadulterated Tawheed and Allah makes them special by
choosing them for Himself. They are the obedient and loyal servants of
Allah. (Verses: 40, 74, 128, 160 and 169)

6- Use of the word €.di.aiip “Al-Mohsineen” (righteous) for prophets
in soorah As-Saalfaat:

The word %’M‘%‘ (the righteous) has been used four times 1n this soorah.
The prophets are the messengers, the preachers, the practical and the righteous
people. It is the way ofAllah that He rewards people according to their belief
and deeds. §ctiudliis 3#&lf Bip “Thus do We reward the righteous.” (Verses: 80,
110, 121, 131) This 1s a repeated verse.

7- Use of the word {;:nﬁ.géﬁt}r *Al-Mo'mineen™ (believers) for the prophets
in soorah As-Saaffaat:

The word é;.ﬁ-z-e;ﬂ‘}v “Al-Mo'mineen” {the believers) has been used four times
in this soorah. The prophets have perfect belief. They have no share in Divinity.
However, they are obedient servants of Allah and His devotees. Allah has
mentioned the prophets Nooh, Ibraaheem, Moosaa, Haaroon and Ilvaas and
then said: ¢ Gisa e (el “Surely, he was one of Our believing devotees.”
(Verses: 81, 111, 122, 132). This is also a repeated verse.

8- Meaningfulness of the use of word Q,.:i:,}“ﬁaiaam” for the prophets
in soorah As-Saaffaat:

The word -ﬁ,:-i;%“ Salaam”™ (peace) has been used five times in this soorah.
There 15 peace and security for the prophets and annihilation for their opponents.
Five prophets have been mentioned by name in this soorah and their services have
been appreciated. Their services regarding the propagation of invitation of
Tawheed have been acknowledged and they have been given the greetings of
peace at the end,

(a) ToJE Ala “Salutation to Nooh.” (Verse: 79)

(b) o2l )6 832 “Salutation to Ibraaheem.” (Verse: 109)
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(€) waslais- j&}E}’i& “Salutation to Moosaa and Haaroon.” (Verse: 120)
(d) ek JIJE S “Salutation to llyaas™ (Verse: 130)

(e) eakdidl 8. “Peace be on the messengers.” (Verse: 181)

-

Macro-structure of soorah As-Saaffaat

Soorah As-SaafTaat consists of five paragraphs

I- Verses: 1 to 71: In the first paragraph, the Tawheed, the prophet-hood
and the life hereafter have been established by refuting the participation
of angels in Divinity. It has been clarified that the end of the believers
and the unbelievers will be different.

(a) The evidence of the angels has been presented that they are standing 1n rows
before Allah. They invoke Him and glorify Him. They have no share in the
Divinity. There 1s only One God, Allah.

(b) The Jinns do not have access to Allah and they cannot get the news of the
Unseen. They also have no share in Divimity, If they try to listen to the exalted
assembly of angels, they are pursued by a flaming fire of piercing brightness,
The Quraish were asked, whether the creation of man is more difficult or the
other things that Allah has created.

(¢) Instead of making fun of the Quran and calling it magic and denving the
life hereafter, they should accept the invitation of Islam. You will surely,
be raised to life again and then vou will be disgraced. That will be the Day
of your Punishment. All those who commutted Shirk will be thrown in hell
and no one will be able to help them over there.

(d) The leaders will tell their followers: “You yourselves were guilty. You
rebelled yourselves.” They will quarrel with one another. Both the pagan
leaders and their followers will suffer the punishment. These leaders were
caught in their pride and used to say: “How can we leave our gods for the
sake of a mad poet?”

(e) Muhammad (pbuh) has come with the Truth. The pervious prophets had
prophesied about him. Only the sincere followers of Tawheed will be saved
trom the punishment of hell, There will be blessings of paradise for them.
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They will have familiar sustenance, fruits, gardens, crystal-clear drinks,
bashful big-eyed virgins in there, They are the people who believed in the
life hereafter.

(1) Those who denied the life hereafter will be in the middle of hell. The success
of the hereafter is the real success for which man should strive. There is the
tree of “Zagqoom” in the hell from which the dwellers of Hell will fill their
bellies. They will also be given boiling water to drink. They used to follow
their forefathers blindly. They did not think about the teachings of prophets.
Only the sincere slaves of Allah are saved from the punishment.

Z- Verses: 75 to 148: In the second paragraph, nine (9) prophets have been
paid homage for their services for propagation of Tawheed.

(a) Prophet Nooh: (Verses:75 to 82) He followed the invitation of Tawheed.
Allah saved him and his followers from a great distress and let them live. He

was a righteous believing servant of Allah. The unbelievers were drowned in
the water.

(b) Prophet Ibraaheem: (Verses: 83 to 100) He also belonged to the party of
prophet Nooh. He had a good heart. He contended his nation and his father in
the matter of Tawheed. He had severe hatred for polytheism. He addressed the
idols and said: “Why don't you eat? Why don't you speak?” Then he broke
them to pieces. Then he said to the people; Allah is your Creator and the
Creator of those whose idols you make with your own hands. They decided to
put him in the fire but they failed in their planning, He prayed for the righteous
offspring, which was accepted.

(c) Prophet Ismaa'eel: (Verses: 101 to 111) He was born as the result of his
father's prayers. He was very gentle and patient. His father saw in a dream that
he 1s slaughtering his son. The obedient son said, “Do what you have been
ordered. You will find me patient. Thus, both the father and the son
surrendered to the Will of Allah. 1t was a great test, in which they succeeded.
Then Allah sent a ram as a substitute for Ismaa'eel's sacrifice and the tradition
of sacrifice was made compulsory for the believers who could afford, for the
rest of the time.

(d) Prophet Is"haaq: (Verses: 112 to 113) Then prophet Ibraaheem was given
the good news of the second son. He also was a righteous person. Allah's
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blessings were bestowed on him and his descendants. However, some of them
were righteous and some were wrongdoers.

(e) Prophets Moosaa and Haaroon: (Verses: 114 to 122) Allah favoured both
of them and delivered them from great distress. He gave them a bright Book
Torah and guided them to the right way. A group of them followed their way

(1) Prophet llyaas: (Verses: 123 to 132) His nation used to worship the idol
named Ba'l, He invited them to Tawheed. He contended his nation that they
had left Allah, the best of ¢reators and were worshipping the idol. He told
them that Allah was their Lord and the Lord of their foretathers but they
rejected him.

(g) Prophet Loot: (Verses: 133 to 138) He was one of the prophets. Allah
saved him and his followers except his wife. The rest of the people were

destroyed. People pass by this ruined town every day They should learn a
lesson from it that how severely Allah punishes the depraved people.

(h) Prophet Yoonus: (Verses: 139 to 148) He was also one of the prophets.
He left his town and embarked a boat which was full. His name was drawn
in the lot and he was thrown into the sea. He was swallowed by a fish. He
deserved reproach; but he confessed his mistake and glorified Allah there,
otherwise he would have stayed in the fish's stomach until the Doomsday.
The fish threw him on a dry shore. He was exhausted. A gourd plant was
caused to grow over him. Then he was sent to a town of a hundred thousand
people or more. They believed and were given respite.

3- Verses 149 to 166: The divinity of the angels has been refuted in the third
paragraph as well.

It is repetition of the first paragraph in which the evidence of angels was
presented for the proof of Tawheed. The Makkan pagans not only called the
angels. the daughters of Allah but also established a family relation between
Allah and the Jinns. So it was told here that the angels are standing in rows
before Allah to serve Him. They glority Him and contess that He is free of
all weaknesses. The Jinns are aware that the evil ones among them will be

punished by Allah.
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4- Verses: 167 to 179: In the fourth paragraph, the messenger (pbuh) of
Allah has been given the consolation, the good news and the instructions
and the unbelievers have been threatened with the punishment.

Before the coming of the messenger (pbuh) of Allah, the polytheists used to
say that they would have been sincere servants had they received the

teachings; but when the prophet (pbuh) came with the teachings, they rejected him,
Now, it is the way of Allah that He helps his messengers and his forces are
victorious, Under the circumstances, the messenger (pbuh) of Allah should
stay away from them for some time. You just wait and let themn wait as well.
Soon the punishment for which they are in a hurry, will descend in their
courtyards. That will be the dreadful moming.

5- Verses: 180 to 182: In the fifth and last paragraph, there is explanation
of the pure Tawheed, refutation of the Shirk, and appreciation of the
services of the messengers (pbut).

These are the last three verses. No one shares Allah in His Honour and
Sovereignty. He is the unblemished One Who is free of all the wrong and
negative Attributes ascribed to Him, éu,iw‘f ﬂrjl < &35 5% “Glory beto
your Lord, the Lord of Honour, He i3 free from what they ascribe to Him.”
{Verse: 180) All the prophets have been appreciated for their services.

There is peace for them. écﬂ.‘l,u,.ﬂduﬁh, “Peace be on the messengers.”
(Verse: 181) The annihilation and destruction will be the fate of those who
opposed the messengers. Only Allah Who is running the system of the
universe deserves gratitud&.ééaglﬂt-}}ﬁ;‘ﬂﬁ? “And praise be to Allah, the
Lord of the worlds.” (Verse: 182)The same topic has been described in verse
59 of soorah An-Naml, but it 1s not the central subject of that soorah.

Central Subject

The angels are not the daughters of Allah. They are the servants of Allah
standing before Him in rows glorifying Him. The Jinns have no share in
divinity at all. Man should ponder over the teachings of all the prophets and
messengers. The prophets are the chosen, believing, nighteous, virtuous and
faithful servants of Allah. They have rendered great services regarding the
belief of Tawheed and reformation of mankind. For them, there is peace and

for their opponents is destruction. So, in following the pure Tawheed i1s man's
salvation.

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com




