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® The period of revelation and the background

Soorah Al-Jaathiyah is the sixth of the soorahs beginning with the letters Haa-
Meem. It was revealed during the third phase of prophet's stay in Makkah

{5 to 10 prophet-hood), probably during the famine of seventh prophet-hood,
along with soorah Ad-Dukhaan. This was the period when the messenger
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(pbuh) of Allah was presenting the rational, textual, historical, universal and
personal arguments for Tawheed and life hereafter in the light of holy Quran.
The words “Aayah” (sign) and “Aayaat” (signs) have been used repeatedly in
this soorah for these arguments. In response to these arguments the Makkan
pagans were involved in mockery and derision. They committed the Shirk of
guardianship. They denied the life hereafter and followed their desires. They
were severely involved in the love of this world and showed arrogance. They
were told that if they understand the purpose of creation of the universe in the
light of the Quranic arguments and accept the invitation of belief, they will be
granted peace and success.

Relationship of soorah Al-Jaathiyah with the Book

In the previous soorah (Ad-Dukhaan), the arrogance and “the exaltation in
the land” were forbidden. Here, in this soorah (Al-Jaathiyvah), the cause of
arrogance and “exaltation in the land™ has been told. The arrogance is
generated by the negative attitudes like pride, derision and worshipping the

desires
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“Have you considered (the case of such an individual) who has made his
own desires as his god, and Allah having knowledge left him astray, and
sealed his hearing and his heart and drew a veil over his sight? Whao is there
to guide him after Allah (has withdrawn His Guidance)? Will you not leam a
lesson?” (Verse: 23)

Important Key words and Subjects

1- The wisdom behind using two Attributes of Allah the Mighty and the
Wise in soorah Al-Jaathivah:

Two Attnibutes of Allah - the Almighty and the Wise - have been used twice in
this soorah, in the beginning and at the end. It has been told that only Allah the
Almighty, the Wise has Grandeur in the heavens and the earth. (Verses: 2, 37)
Allah has the power to give reward and punishment. This is His Might. He has
given man the freedom of choice and made him the caliph in this perishable
world. This is His Wisdom.
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2- The purpose of revelation of Holy Quran as described in soorah
Al-Jaathiyah:

(a) The holy Quran has been revealed gradually by Allah the Almighty, the
Wise. (Verse: 2)

(b) $¢0atisd The holy Quran is guidance. (Verse: 11)

(¢) The holy Quran is guidance and mercy for those who believe and it is eye
opener for mankind 4348 {iﬂﬁiidﬂidm-ljgtﬁiku§“This 1s the eye opener
for mankind; a guidance and a blessing to the true believers.” (Verse: 20)

(d) The purpose of revelation of Quran, after Torah, is the prevention of the
transgression and deterioration of the Israelites. (Verses: 16 to 19)

4130 39248 4 8dllaz S5 “O prophet! We have put you on the Shari'ah
(Right Way) of Our commandment, so follow 1t.” (Verse: 18)

3- Explanation of the purpose of the Day of Judgement in soorah
Al-Jaathiyah:

A special purpose of the creation of heavens and earth and establishment of
the Day of Judgement 1s the test of good deeds by Allah the Almighty, the
Wise. a3 T.T-’_,J;.ﬁr..% (£35405» “In order to reward each soul according to its
deeds”™ (Verse: 22)

4- The arguments of Tawheed and life hereafter in soorah Al-Jaathiyah:

The arguments of Tawheed have been presented in this soorah from the words
42Tk “Aayah” (sign) and 4={7%“Aayaat” (signs),

(a) The arcuments of Tawheed of Power from the creation of heavens and earth.
ety _E.Uj?.._n'"jl'.,_s?f)ﬁjq.- sl 331% “Surely, in the heavens and the earth there are
signs for the (true) believers.” (Verse: 3)

(b) The arguments of Tawheed of Power from the personal evidence of man's
creation, €538 #8106 5edds s A5 dsb “In your own creation and that of
animals which are scattered through (the earth), there are signs for those who

are firm in faith.” (Verse: 4)

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com



Macro Structure of =i ‘ ‘
Soorahs of Quran {5_2?\3’ Al-Jaathiyah

(¢) The arguments of Tawheed of Providence:
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“It 1s Allah who has subjected the sea to you, so that ships may sail upon it by
His command, and that yvou may seek His bounty and be grateful to Him. He
also subjected to you whatever 15 between the heavens and the earth; all from
Himself. Surely there are signs in this for those who think.” {Verses: 12, 13)

(d) The arguments of Power and life hereafter: (Verses: 5,6, 32) Allah controls
the movement of the sun and the moon.
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*And in the alternation of night and day, in the sustenance that Allah sends
down from heaven with which he revives the earth after its death and in the
changing of the winds, there are signs for those who use their common
sense,” (Verse: 5) There are arguments for self-recognition, the recognition of
Allah and understanding the universe in the holy Quran itself.

4o j:gg@ﬁjﬂhﬂﬁﬁu&i{;m LE,{-..':&H:.._I'I‘.!LJI:J} “These are the revelations
of Allah, which We are reciting to you in all truth. Then, in what report after
Allah and His revelations, will they believe?” (Verse: 6)

(e) There are historical arguments from the events of history for the deniers of
life hereafter that how did Allah punish the criminals who denied the life
hereafter? €¢ LSl ii s Fd,a.-ﬂ Az ;;‘ugu 135843 ;..,um,u[;?s “Tell the
believers to forgive those who do not fear the coming of (bad) days from
Allah, so that He may Himself recompense those people according to what
they have earned.™ (Verse: 14)

() There is a rational argument for the deniers of the life hereafter that the end
of those who do good deeds and those who earn sins cannot be alike,
- a3 28 s i, L5 300 T s e a2 A s TP
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“Do the evil doers think that We shall hold them equal with those who
believe and do good deeds, and that their lives and deaths shall be alike?
Worst 1s the judgement that they make!™ (Verse: 21)
The Muslim and the eriminal cannot be alike as the people of paradise and
the people of hell cannot be alike.
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5- Charge sheet against the polytheists in soorah Al-Jaathiyah:
The charge sheet has been laid down against the Makkan pagans.

(a) They are involved in the Shirk of guardianship. No guardian or helper

besides Allah will be able to save the polytheists on the Day of Judgement,
while Allah will be the Guardian of the pious people. (Verses: 10, 19) The
belief of guardianship held by the polytheists is false.

(b) They are arrogant. They are showing arrogance regarding the revelations
of Allah. (Verses: 8, 31)

(¢) The Makkan pagans have made their desires as their god and they are
following these desires blindly.§< ,.na.g.r‘u.ﬁrw..:..g; 1% “Have you considered (the
case of such an individual) who has made his own desires as his god."(Verse:23)

(d) The Makkan pagans do not believe in the life Hereafter and they express
their doubts and suspicions about it. (Verse: 32)

(e) Regarding the life Hereafter, the Makkan pagans offer this spurious
argument that bring our dead forefathers to life if you are true!
él.;fs‘lg 2 JE 1% e o g Uiyl *iﬂ-]‘c.}” 1513 % “When Our clear revelations
are recited to them, they have no other argument but to say: 'Bring our
forefathers back if what you say is true'.” (Verse: 25)

(f) The Makkan pagans are unmindful of the meeting with their Lord on the
Day of Judgement, therefore, they will be sent to the Hell.

thijigﬁzu ) 3415 FLgLOmne j;;j@ “Today We will forget you as you forgot
the meeting of this Day of yours ™ (Verse: 34)

(g) The Makkan pagans are pure materialists and atheists. They utter with
their tongues: 4 :iug-"-‘jl“fuﬁiéui} “Nothing but time destroys us.” (Verse: 24)
éi.;.zui!'lé ,;2,1 iﬁﬁéi? They are deceived by the life of this world. (Verse: 35)
The Makkan pagans were told clearly that all the people will be on their

knees before Allah on the Day of Judgement. @Eﬁhﬁcﬁdﬂ% “You shall see
every nation on its knees.” (Verse: 28) The word “Jaathiyah” is female subject

which means the female who goes on her knees.
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Macro-structure of soorah Al-Jaathiyah

Scorah Al-Jaathivah consists of seven (7) paragraphs.

1- Verses: 1 to 6: In the first paragraph, the Quranic arguments of Tawheed
and life Hereafter have been presented from Allah the Almighty, the Wise.

The obstinacy and stubbornness of the Makkan pagans have been pointed
out. The holy Quran has been revealed by Allah, the Almighty, the Wise. The
Creed of Tawheed and life hereafter should be accepted in the light of the
universal and personal arcuments. But the obstinate polytheists do not accept
any argument,

2- Verses: 7 to 11: In the second paragraph, the detail of the stubbornness
of Makkan pagans, their arrogance, derision and Shirk of guardianship
have been mentioned that they accepted others besides Allah as their
helpers and guardians.

Woe to the obstinate pagans! They are utterly talse and wicked.
sﬁ.g-:::ih;lﬁ?cﬁi&s;h“w‘;e to each lying sinner,” (Verse: 7) They stick to Shirk with
arrogance after hearing the revelations of Allah. They will go to hell. They
make fun of the revelations of Allah. On the Day of Judgement, neither their
deeds nor their fniends and guardians will be of any help,

3- Verses: 12 to 15: In the third paragraph, there are arguments of
gratitude for these ungrateful people and they have been threatened
with the historical events of annihilation of nations.

Man should recognise the blessings of Allah and be grateful to him. The ships
and the oceans have been subjugated for man that he may find the bounties of
Allah. Allah has subjugated for man what is in the heavens and the earth. The
Muslims have been advised to forgive those who dao not learn the lesson from
the events of history. Everyone will get the reward or punishment according to
his deeds.

4- Verses: 16 to 20; In the fourth paragraph, the purpose of revelation of
Divine Law given to prophet Muhammad (pbuh) after the Divine Law of

the Israelites has been described.

The Israelites were given the Torah and they were given superiority over the
other nations of the world but they had committed the crime of mutual
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expleitaﬁon like the Quraish and they were guilty of violence against each
other. €534 Y l_ﬁgJ'I Azal (":S'L:’ ;Léa.,.)[.i J..‘mwgmr‘_}oéui;; i? “We have put
vou on the nght way of our commandment, so follow it, and do not yield to
the desires ::si‘ignmam people,” (Verse: 18)

4 ehatth Ha dtts - g sl 55580 480 15 b “In fact, the wrongdoers are protectors
of one another, while the protector of the righteous 1s Allah Himself "(Verse: 19)
This Quran is the eye opener for the people and guidance and mercy for the
believers.

5- Verses: 21 to 25: In the fifth paragraph, the actual cause of denial,
arrogance and stubbornness has been described.

The unbelievers have been told clearly that the virtuous people and the
sinners cannot be equal. This universe has not been created without a
purpose. The reward and punishment will be given on the Day of Judgement
according to the good or bad deeds. Those who deny the life hereafter are
fascinated by the worldly goods. They have made their desires as their gods
and follow them blindly. So these atheists were disputed, 42 p«éﬂl;.tftgﬂ% He
has made his own desires as his god”. (Verse: 23)
They say: 4 ,a.;.ﬁ'!‘j!iuijj.‘ju,%- ‘Nothing but time destroys us.” (Verse: 24)
Their misunderstanding has been removed that they will have the same end
as the pious Muslims,
ﬁu:i" Gl i mu’thgal-'ﬂﬂ 1#:1’3'1Lﬂ.t?535153‘::'uw”?3¢‘&d G A1
“Do the evil doers think that We shall hold them equal with those who

believe and do good deeds, and that their lives and deaths shall be alike?
Worst is the judgement they make ™ (Verse: 21)

6- Verses: 26 to 35: In the sixth paragraph, the events of the Day of

Judgement have been stated and the end of those whe committed erimes,
showed arrogance and made fun is shown.

The Day of Judgement is a reality. Every group will be on their knees on that
Day. éiﬁ,[.—- :I.E’IEE U;;}b “You shall see every nation on 1ts knees.” (Verse: 28)
They will be invited to see their book of deeds. Those who believed and did
good deeds, will enjoy Allah's Mercy; while the arrogant and criminal

disbelievers who denied the life hereafter, were involved in the life of this
world and used to make fun of the believers, will be thrown in hell.
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7- Verses: 36 to 37: In the seventh paragraph. two Attributes of Allah - the
Mighty, the Wise - have been mentioned like the first paragraph.

In the last two verses, the topic of Tawheed has been repeated that Allah is the
Lord Who runs the system of the heavens and the earth. He 1s the Greatest
Being in the heavens and the earth. He is the All-Mighty and He is the All-

Wise.

Central Subject

Allah the Almighty, the Wise has created this universe with a purpose. The

holy Quran has given arguments to explain this purpose. Instead of making
fun of these, believe in the invitation of Tawheed and life hereafter and save

yourselves from atheism and the love of this world,
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